SANTA YNEZ

RIVER VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN EASTERN

MANAGEMENT AREA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
(EMA GSA) BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND CITIZEN ADVISORY GROUP

Agenda Item 4a: Minutes of the Special Meeting and Public Workshop (SGMA
Groundwater Extraction Fee Rate Study) of March 20, 2025

The following is a summary of the actions taken at the EMA GSA Board of Directors Meeting. The official

record for the meeting is the recording that can be found at:
ema-santaynezwater.org/ema-gsa-jpa-board-meetings

Agenda Item

Discussion or Action

1. Call to Order and Roll
Call

Chair Joos called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 PM (00:00:01). Daniel
Heimel, Executive Director, called roll to begin the meeting. Among the Board of
Directors, Director Hartmann, Vice Chair Orona, Chair Joos, Director Marymee and
Director Circle were present. Among the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG), Tim Gorham,
Mary Heyden, Gay Infanti, and Kevin Merrill were present (00:00:34).

2. Public Comment

None (00:01:14)

3. SGMA Groundwater
Extraction Fee Rate Study
and GSP Implementation

Introduction of the Workshop (00:02:00)

3.a. Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act (SGMA) Overview

Introduction of the Item (00:08:43)
Matt Young’s presentation on SGMA overview

Board Discussion (00:16:16)

CAG Discussion (00:17:30)

Public Comment (00:18:50)
Scott Van Der Kar (00:18:50)
Michael [last name not provided] (00:20:20)

3.b. The Importance of
Groundwater Management
and SGMA Compliance

Introduction of the Item (00:22:25)

Board Discussion (00:29:57)

CAG Discussion (00:33:06)

Public Comment (00:31:13)
Jacob Grant (00:31:13)

3.c. Funding the GSA
Operation and Activities
Described in the GSP

Introduction of the Item (00:42:46)

Board Discussion (00:54:56)

CAG Discussion (01:09:38)

Public Comment (01:12:46)
Lisa Severy (01:12:46)
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Steven O’Neill (01:20:37)
Jacob Grant (01:22:13)
Lisa Severy (01:25:24)
Matt Young (01:26:50)

3.d. Overview of the Rate
Study Presently Underway

Introduction of the Item (01:27:33)

Board Discussion (01:32:45)

CAG Discussion (02:03:13)

Public Comment

Steven O’Neill (02:05:38)
Matt Young (02:07:57)

Lisa Severy (02:16:55)
Randy Murphy (02:17:59)
Scott Van Der Kar (02:19:45)
Steve Anderson (02:30:48)

Board Action
The Board recommended investigating the impact of the change in methodology for
calculation of agricultural pumping that occurred in 2023 (01:40:42).

The Board recommended modeling Scenario 4 (15% contingency, late payback) in the Rate
Study Report and extending the model by two years to show the projected rate structure
once the Agency has paid back loans and hit funding reserve targets (02:34:14).

Motion: N/A
Second: N/A
Ayes: N/A
Nays: N/A
Abstains: N/A
Passes: N/A

3.e. Proposed Well
Registration and Metering
Programs

Introduction of the Item (02:43:21) presented by Executive Director Dan Heimel

Board Discussion (02:48:04)

Public Comment

Matt Young (02:51:04)
Kevin Merrill (02:55:55)
Jacob Grant (02:58:01)
Lisa Severy (02:59:29)

3.f. Schedule for GSP
Implementation

Introduction of the Item (03:04:11)

Board Discussion
None

Public Comment
None

4. Consider Date/Time for
Next Regular and/or
Special Meetings of the
EMA GSA

Introduction of the Item (03:05:29)

A Special Meeting of the EMA GSA Board will be held on April 17, 2025 at 5:00 PM.
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5. Board of Directors Introduction of the Item (03:07:20)
Reports and Requests for
Future Agenda Items Board Discussion (03:07:31)

Public Comment
None

6. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:10 PM (03:09:56)
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