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NOTICE AND AGENDA OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA YNEZ RIVER VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN 

EASTERN MANAGEMENT AREA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

 

HELD AT 

SANTA YNEZ COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, MEETING ROOM 

1070 FARADAY STREET, SANTA YNEZ, CALIFORNIA 

4:00 P.M., THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2025 
 

Optional remote public participation is available via Telephone or TEAMS 

To access the meeting via telephone, please dial: +1 469-998-7311, 209762335# or via the Web at: Join the meeting 

now  

 

“Join a Meeting” - Meeting ID   294 811 517 405 Meeting Passcode: 4nNRT3    
*** Please Note *** 

The above teleconference option for public participation is being offered as a convenience only and may limit 

or otherwise prevent your access to and participation in the meeting due to disruption or unavailability of the 

teleconference line. If any such disruption of unavailability occurs for any reason the meeting will not be 

suspended, terminated, or continued. Therefore in-person attendance of the meeting is strongly encouraged. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AGENDA OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Public Comment (Any member of the public may address the Board relating to any non-agenda matter 

within the Board’s jurisdiction. The time for public comment allotted for each individual shall not 

exceed three minutes. No action will be taken by the Board at this meeting on any public comment 

item.) 

3. Consent Agenda 

a. Review and consider approval of meeting minutes for the June 26, 2025 EMA GSA Regular 

Board Meeting and Public Hearing. 

b. Review and consider approval of Financial Statements for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 and Bill 

Payment List. 

4. Action Items 

a. Review and consider approval of Professional Services Agreement with GSI for the 5-Year 

GSP Evaluation. 

b. Receive verbal update on input from the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and consider 

approval of Ordinance amending the existing Well Registration requirements. 

c. Receive verbal update on input from the Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) and consider 

approval of Well Metering and Reporting Ordinance.  

5. Informational Items 

a. Groundwater Extraction Fee Implementation Update 

(Packet Pages 3-7)

(Packet Pages 8-19)

(Packet Pages 20-30)

(Packet Pages 31-38)

(Packet Pages 39-48)
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b. New EMA GSA Well Permits Approved by County of Santa Barbara EHS 

i. None 

c. Prop 68 Grant and EMA GSA Initiatives Update 

6. Consider Date/Time for Next Regular and/or Special Meetings of the EMA GSA. 

a. Potential next Basin-Wide Joint Special Meeting Friday, September 5, 2025, 9:00 AM at 

Buellton CCC 

b. Next EMA GSA Regular Board Meeting Thursday, September 25, 2025, 4:00 PM at 

SYCSD Meeting Room 

c. Action Plan Workshops  

i. Friday, September 12, 2025, 4:00 PM – EMA GSA Workshop at Santa Ynez CSD  

ii. Friday, September 19, 2025, 1:00 PM – Basin-wide Workshop at Buellton City 

Council Chambers 

7. Board of Directors Reports and Requests for Future Agenda Items  

8. Adjournment 

 

[This agenda was posted at least 72 hours prior to the regular meeting at 3669 Sagunto Street, Suite 101, Santa Ynez, California, and  

ema-SantaYnezWater.org in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you 

need special assistance to review agenda materials or participate in this meeting, please contact the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin 

Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency at (805) 457-5065. Advanced notification as far as practicable prior to the meeting 

will enable the GSA to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.] 
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SANTA YNEZ RIVER VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN EASTERN 

MANAGEMENT AREA GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY 

(EMA GSA) BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND CITIZEN ADVISORY GROUP 

Agenda Item 3a: Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Public Hearing of June 

26, 2025 

The following is a summary of the actions taken at the EMA GSA Board of Directors Meeting. The official 

record for the meeting is the recording that can be found at: 

ema-santaynezwater.org/ema-gsa-jpa-board-meetings 

Agenda Item Discussion or Action 

1. Call to Order and Roll 

Call 

Chair Joos called the meeting to order at approximately 4:02 PM. Daniel Heimel, 

Executive Director, called roll to begin the meeting. Alternate Director Heyden, Vice Chair 

Orona, Alternate Director Dietenhofer, Director Marymee and Chair Joos were present 

(00:00:01). Director Hartmann joined the board shortly after and replaced Alternate 

Director Dietenhofer (00:00:55). 

2. Public Comment  Chair Joos initiated the Public Comment period for non-agenda items (00:00:50). No 

public comment was made.  

3. Public Hearing for  

proposed EMA GSA 

Groundwater Extraction 

Fee  

 

3.a. Open Public Hearing (00:01:37) 

3.b. Report from Executive Director (00:06:12) 

3.b.i. Fee Study Presentation (Water Resources Economics) (00:09:00) 

3.b.ii. Report on legal objection letters and EMA GSA responses thereto (00:19:02) 

3.c. Board Comments and Questions (00:20:45) 

3.d. Public Comment (00:29:35) 

(00:30:43) Name not provided 

(00:34:24) Kelly Rose 

(00:38:06) Brian Macy 

(00:40:39) David Beard 

(00:42:47) Ed Batastini  

(00:44:08) Richard Gray 

(00:46:24) Dan Roberts 

(00:48:39) Michael St. Denis 

(00:51:42) Michelle de Werd 

(00:54:24) Bill Grove 

(00:57:48) Henri Grimm 

(00:58:56) Mike Hadley 

(00:59:53) Bernadette Hindman 

(01:00:41) Lynn Lavayen 

(01:04:47) Mike Hadley 

(01:06:18) Kim Switzer 

(01:11:30) Lynn Lavayen 

(01:12:42) Doug Clay 

(01:13:31) David Heald 

(01:15:14) Jo Knatz 

(01:16:42) Michael St. Denis 

(01:19:59) Brian Macy 

(01:21:12) Laurie Donovan 

(01:25:11) David Heald 
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See 01:26:52 for EMA GSA Legal Counsel responses to public comments.  

(01:50:20) Stoney Scheer 

(01:50:59) Mike Hadley 

3.e. Close Public Hearing (01:51:42) 

3.f. Report on tally of written protests to the proposed Groundwater Extraction Fee 

(02:02:51) 

4. Action Items 

4.a. Review and consider 

adoption of Groundwater 

Extraction Fee Ordinance 

Introduction of the Item (02:04:12) 

 

Board Discussion (02:06:06)  

 

Public Comment  

(02:12:34) Randy Murphy 

(02:16:45) Henri Grimm 

(02:16:57) Bernadette Hindman   

(02:17:36) Matt Young 

 

Board Action (02:11:48, 02:18:39) 

The Board moved to adopt the Groundwater Extraction Fee Ordinance as presented and 

directed staff to develop, with consultation of the Citizen Advisory Group, some incentives 

for landowners to engage in groundwater recharge. 

 

Motion: Director Hartmann 

Second: Director Orona 

Ayes: All 

Nays: None 

Abstains: None 

Passes: 5-0 

4.b. Review and consider 

adoption of Resolution 

Adopting Appeal Process 

for Levy of Groundwater 

Extraction Fee, Contract 

for Collection of Special 

Taxes, Assessments and 

Other Charges, and 

Resolution Authorizing 

Groundwater Extraction 

Fee Charges to be Collected 

on the Tax Roll. 

Introduction of the Item (02:19:02) 

 

Board Discussion (02:20:39)  

 

Public Comment (02:21:46) 

None 

 

Board Action (02:22:56) 

The Board moved to accept Item 4.b. 

 

Motion: Director Orona 

Second: Director Hartmann 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0  

Passes: 5-0 

4.c. Review 

recommendations and 

consider approval of 

Hydrogeology Consultant 

for Prop 68 Grant 

Component 5 Monitoring 

Program Improvements 

and execution of associated 

Introduction of the Item (02:23:25) 

 

Board Discussion (02:25:51)  

 

Public Comment  

(02:28:06) Doug Clay 
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Amendment to the Cost-

Sharing and 

Reimbursement Agreement 

and Task Order 

Board Action (02:31:08) 

The Board moved to accept Item 4.c. 

 

Motion: Director Hartmann 

Second: Director Marymee 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0 

Passes: 5-0 

4.d. Review and consider 

adoption of an EMA GSA 

Well Metering and 

Reporting Ordinance 

Introduction of the Item (02:31:32) 

 

Board Discussion (02:34:00)  

 

Public Comment  

(02:37:08) Bill Buelow  

(02:38:14) Steve Jordan 

(02:41:02) Matt Young 

(02:46:30) Lisa Severy 

(02:47:42) Brian Macy 

(02:48:31, 02:50:28) Doug Clay 

 

Board Action (02:51:56) 

The Board moved to revisit Item 4.d. at the regular Board meeting in August and directed 

staff to meet with the Citizen Advisory Group to review the Ordinance beforehand.  

 

Motion: Director Hartmann 

Second: Director Marymee 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0 

Passes: 5-0 

4.e. Review and consider 

approval of Professional 

Services Agreement 

Amendment with GSI for 

Monitoring Network 

Expansion and Refinement 

Analysis 

Introduction of the Item (02:52:25) 

 

Board Discussion  

None 

 

Public Comment (02:53:26) 

None 

 

Board Action (02:53:36) 

The Board moved to approve Item 4.e. 

 

Motion: Director Hartmann 

Second: Director Orona 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0 

Passes: 5-0 

4.f. Review and consider 

approval of Professional 

Services Agreement with 

Introduction of the Item (02:54:02) 

 

Board Discussion (02:55:02)  
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Geosystems Analysis for 

EMA GSA GDE Survey 

Public Comment (02:54:57) 

None 

 

Board Action (02:55:19) 

The Board moved to approve Item 4.f.  

 

Motion: Director Orona 

Second: Director Hartmann 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0 

Passes: 5-0 

4.g. Review and consider 

approval of Professional 

Services Agreement 

Amendment with 

Confluence Engineering 

Solutions for Executive 

Director Services for FY 

2025/26 

Introduction of the Item (02:55:44) 

 

Board Discussion (02:57:00)  

 

Public Comment  

(03:00:04) Randy Murphy  

 

Board Action (03:00:36) 

The Board moved to approve Item 4.g.  

 

Motion: Director Marymee 

Second: Director Orona 

Ayes: 5 

Nays: 0 

Abstains: 0  

Passes: 5-0 

5. Consent Agenda 

 

5.a. Review and consider 

approval of meeting 

minutes for the May 22, 

2025 EMA GSA Regular 

Board Meeting  

 

5.b. Review and consider 

approval of Financial 

Statements and Warrant 

List for May, 2025 

Introduction of the Item (03:00:58) 

 

Board Discussion (03:02:25) 

 

Board Action on Consent Agenda (03:03:03) 

The Board approved of the meeting minutes for the May 22, 2025 EMA GSA Regular 

Board Meeting and the Financial Statements and Warrant List for May, 2025.  

 

Motion: Director Marymee 

Second: Director Orona 

Ayes: All 

Nays: None 

Abstains: None 

Passes: 5-0 

6. Informational Items 

 

6.a. New EMA GSA Well 

Permits Approved by 

County of Santa Barbara 

EHS 

Introduction of the Item (03:03:38) 

 

There were no new EMA GSA Well Permits approved by County of Santa Barbara 

Environmental Health Services at this time. 

7. Consider Date/Time for 

Next Regular and/or 

Special Meetings of the 

EMA GSA 

Introduction of the Item (03:04:10) 
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The next EMA GSA Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 24, 2025 at 

4:00 PM in the SYCSD Meeting Room. The next Basin-Wide Joint Special Meeting is 

scheduled for Friday, September 5, 2025 at 9:00 AM in Buellton CCC.  

8. Board of Directors 

Reports and Requests for 

Future Agenda Items 

Introduction of the Item (03:06:56) 

 

None 

9. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:10 PM (03:08:05). 
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EMA GSA 
Balance Sheet 
As of June 30, 2025 

Distribution account Total

Assets

Current Assets

Bank Accounts

1150 Five Star Bank Checking #5951 162,588.65

Total for Bank Accounts $162,588.65

Accounts Receivable

Other Current Assets

Total for Current Assets $162,588.65

Fixed Assets

Other Assets

Total for Assets $162,588.65

Liabilities and Equity

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable

2000 Accounts Payable 142,730.66

Total for Accounts Payable $142,730.66

Credit Cards

Other Current Liabilities

2300 Deposits - Well Verification

2501 Loan from SYRWCD 112,438.75

2502 Loan from County of SB 112,438.75

2503 Loan from City of Solvang 112,438.75

2504 Loan from ID No. 1 85,535.75

Total for Other Current Liabilities $422,852.00

Total for Current Liabilities $565,582.66

Long-term Liabilities

Total for Liabilities $565,582.66

Equity

3000 Ret Earnings 2,425.67

32000 Unrestricted Net Assets -51,284.01

Net Income -354,135.67

Total for Equity -$402,994.01

Total for Liabilities and Equity $162,588.65

Page 1 of 12
EMA GSA Board of Directors Meeting - August 28, 2025

Page 8 of 59



EMA GSA 
Profit and Loss 

July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Distribution account Total

Income

4500 Grant Revenue 178,337.00

4600 Interest Income 116.14

Total for Income $178,453.14

Cost of Goods Sold

Gross Profit $178,453.14

Expenses

5200 GSA Management/Admin 99,655.64

5320 Office Expense (incl postage) 170.00

5330 Outside Staff Support 4,927.50

5350 Public Relations 6,861.57

5360 Insurance 2,805.00

5800 Legal Services 86,101.24

5900 Other Operating Expenses 7.50

6100 Stakeholder Engagement 72.00

6400 Annual Report 64,028.23

6501 GSP - Well Measure & Report Program 47,703.25

6502 GSP - Rate Study 159,356.88

6503 GSP - Update 14,782.50

6504 GSP - Monitoring Network (incl.GDEs) 46,117.50

Total for Expenses $532,588.81

Net Operating Income -$354,135.67

Other Income

Other Expenses

Net Other Income 0.00

Net Income -$354,135.67
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EMA GSA      
General Ledger      
July 2024 - June 2025 

Distribution 
account Transaction date

Transaction 
type Num Name Memo/Description Split account Amount Balance

2000 Accounts Payable

Beginning Balance 76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/01/2024 Bill 10458 Onsite Computers & Design Inc

Stakeholder 
Engagement 72.00 148.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1044 Onsite Computers & Design Inc

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -72.00 76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1045

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.84 0.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/01/2024 Bill 02019.001-15 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Deposits - Well 
Verification 1,277.50 1,277.50

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/08/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1046 Secretary of State

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -1.00 1,276.50

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/08/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1047 Secretary of State

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -6.50 1,270.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/08/2024 Bill Secretary of State

Other Operating 
Expenses 1.00 1,271.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/08/2024 Bill Secretary of State

Other Operating 
Expenses 6.50 1,277.50

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/14/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1048 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -1,277.50 0.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/01/2024 Bill 2067

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.84 76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/11/2024 Bill 02019.001-16 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 1,253.75 1,330.59

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/19/2024 Bill 02019.001-17 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Deposits - Well 
Verification 1,247.50 2,578.09

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1049 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -2,501.25 76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1050 Keith Reichel

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -621.25 -544.41

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1051

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.84 -621.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1052 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -400.00 -1,021.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024 Bill Q1 2024 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Outside Staff 
Support 400.00 -621.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 09/25/2024 Bill Refund Keith Reichel

Deposits - Well 
Verification 621.25 0.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 10/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1053

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.84 -76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 10/10/2024 Bill 2082

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.84 0.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 10/24/2024 Bill 2094

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.84 76.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 10/31/2024 Bill 1210

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 21,197.50 21,274.34

2000 Accounts 
Payable 10/31/2024 Bill CFFAE9FE-0001 Streamline Website Migration Public Relations 2,500.00 23,774.34

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1054 SYRWCD Voided 0.00 23,774.34

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1055 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -400.00 23,374.34

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1056 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -582.50 22,791.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024 Bill Q2 24/25 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Outside Staff 
Support 400.00 23,191.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024 Bill 1167 Water Resources Economics GSP - Rate Study 582.50 23,774.34

2000 Accounts 
Payable 11/30/2024 Bill 1213

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 8,683.75 32,458.09

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill 2117

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.84 32,534.93

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill 91952 Aleshire & Wynder Legal Services 14,936.24 47,471.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill 00515.008 - 1 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Annual Report 22,941.25 70,412.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill INV-003859

Golden State Risk Management 
Authority Insurance 2,805.00 73,217.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill CFFAE9FE-0002 Streamline Public Relations 2,280.00 75,497.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/20/2024 Bill 1194 Water Resources Economics GSP - Rate Study 840.00 76,337.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 92777 Aleshire & Wynder Legal Services 9,415.00 85,752.42
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EMA GSA      
General Ledger      
July 2024 - June 2025 

Distribution 
account Transaction date

Transaction 
type Num Name Memo/Description Split account Amount Balance

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1221

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 12,275.00 98,027.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 00515.008 - 2 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Annual Report 6,250.00 104,277.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 2024-12 Robert Stilts, CPA

Outside Staff 
Support 393.75 104,671.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill Q4 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Outside Staff 
Support 400.00 105,071.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1214 Water Resources Economics GSP - Rate Study 2,665.00 107,736.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1229

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

10/1/2024-12/31/2024 GSP - Well Measure & 
Report Program

GSP - Well 
Measure & Report 
Program 11,710.00 119,446.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1230

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 10/1/2024-12/31/2024 GSP - Rate Stuy GSP - Rate Study 11,912.50 131,358.67

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1231

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

10/1/2024-12/31/2024 Annual Report & GSP 
Update 6,862.50 138,221.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1232

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

10/1/2024-12/31/2024 GSP - Monitoring 
Network

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 11,806.25 150,027.42

2000 Accounts 
Payable 12/31/2024 Bill 1228

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 10/1/2024-12/31/2024 GSA Management

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 11,418.75 161,446.17

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/13/2025 Bill 2094

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.84 161,523.01

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1057 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -14,936.24 146,586.77

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1058

Golden State Risk Management 
Authority

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -2,805.00 143,781.77

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1059 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -22,941.25 120,840.52

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1060

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -153.68 120,686.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1061 Streamline

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -2,280.00 118,406.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1062 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -840.00 117,566.84

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/23/2025 Bill 2130

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Public Relations 76.91 117,643.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/31/2025 Bill 93454 Aleshire & Wynder 1/1/2025-1/31/2025 Legal Services Legal Services 6,790.00 124,433.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/31/2025 Bill 00515.008 - 3 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 1/1/2025-1/31/2025 Annual Report Annual Report 16,887.50 141,321.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/31/2025 Bill 2025-01 Robert Stilts, CPA 1/1/2025-1/31/2025 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 1,312.50 142,633.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/31/2025 Bill 1234 Water Resources Economics 1/1/2025-1/31/2025 GSP Rate Study GSP - Rate Study 7,938.75 150,572.50

2000 Accounts 
Payable 01/31/2025 Bill 1235

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 1/1/25-1/31/25 Executive Director

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 4,601.25 155,173.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1063

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -153.75 155,020.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1064 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -393.75 154,626.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1065 Valley Bookkeeping Service

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -400.00 154,226.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1066 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -2,665.00 151,561.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1067

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -42,156.25 109,405.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1068 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -9,415.00 99,990.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1069 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -6,250.00 93,740.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1070

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -53,710.00 40,030.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1071 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -6,790.00 33,240.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1072 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -16,887.50 16,352.50

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1073 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -1,312.50 15,040.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1074 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -7,938.75 7,101.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/28/2025 Bill 00515.008 - 4 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 2/1/25-2/28/25 2023-2024 Annual Report Annual Report 5,970.00 13,071.25
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EMA GSA      
General Ledger      
July 2024 - June 2025 

Distribution 
account Transaction date

Transaction 
type Num Name Memo/Description Split account Amount Balance

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/28/2025 Bill 2025-2 Robert Stilts, CPA 2/1/25-2/28/25 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 743.75 13,815.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/28/2025 Bill 1257 Water Resources Economics 2/1/25-2/28/25 GSP Rate Study GSP - Rate Study 13,511.57 27,326.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 02/28/2025 Bill 94270 Aleshire & Wynder 2/1/2025-2/28/2025 Legal Services Legal Services 8,015.00 35,341.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1075

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -4,601.25 30,740.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1076 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -5,970.00 24,770.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1077 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -743.75 24,026.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1078 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -13,511.57 10,515.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/27/2025 Bill EMA-01 SYRVGB - WMA GSA

12/6/24-3/27/25 Cost Sharing for 2024 Annual 
Report Annual Report 4,000.00 14,515.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 00515.008 - 5 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 3/1/2025-3/31/2025 Annual Report Annual Report 5,054.48 19,569.48

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1273 Water Resources Economics 3/1/2025-3/31/2025 GSP Rate Study GSP - Rate Study 12,263.75 31,833.23

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 2025-3 Robert Stilts, CPA 3/1/2025-3/31/2025 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 131.25 31,964.48

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 2154

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 3/20/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.96 32,041.44

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 95086 Aleshire & Wynder 3/1/25-3/31/25 Legal Services Legal Services 13,865.00 45,906.44

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1260

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

1/1/25 - 3/31/25 Component 2 - Extraction 
Measurement & Reporting

GSP - Well 
Measure & Report 
Program 22,125.00 68,031.44

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1261

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 1/1/25 - 3/31/25 Component 3 - Rate Studies GSP - Rate Study 33,707.50 101,738.94

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1262

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

1/1/25 - 3/31/25 Component 4 - Annual 
Reports and 5-Yr Update GSP - Update 9,560.00 111,298.94

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1263

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

1/1/25 - 3/31/25 Component 5 - Monitoring 
Improvement & Expansion

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 17,078.75 128,377.69

2000 Accounts 
Payable 03/31/2025 Bill 1264

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

2/1/25 - 3/31/25 Executive Director Support 
Services

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 16,872.50 145,250.19

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1079 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -12,263.75 132,986.44

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1080 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -8,015.00 124,971.44

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1081 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -5,054.48 119,916.96

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1082 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -131.25 119,785.71

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1083

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.96 119,708.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/17/2025 Bill 2166

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 4/17/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.91 119,785.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/23/2025 Bill N41820 PIP Marketing Signs Print 4/23/25 Printing and Mailing EMA Notices GSP - Rate Study 9,101.26 128,886.92

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/23/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT PIP Marketing Signs Print

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -9,101.26 119,785.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/29/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT Streamline

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -2,500.00 117,285.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025 Bill 1298 Water Resources Economics 4/1/25-4/30/25 GSP Rate Study GSP - Rate Study 10,211.22 127,496.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025 Bill 2025-4 Robert Stilts, CPA 4/1/25-4/30/25 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 175.00 127,671.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025 Bill 0325341300 Santa Maria Times 4/30/25 Press Release Public Relations 361.99 128,033.87

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT Santa Maria Times

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -361.99 127,671.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025 Bill 95883 Aleshire & Wynder 4/1/25 -4/30/25 Legal Services Legal Services 9,070.00 136,741.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 04/30/2025 Bill 00515.008 - 6 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 4/1/25-4/30/25 Rate Study Comp. 3 GSP - Rate Study 4,175.00 140,916.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1084 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -10,211.22 130,705.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1085 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -13,865.00 116,840.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1086 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -175.00 116,665.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1087

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.91 116,588.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/22/2025 Bill 2177 SYRWCD 5/22/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.91 116,665.66
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2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/27/2025 Bill 2177

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 5/22/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.91 116,742.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/31/2025 Bill 2025-5 Robert Stilts, CPA 5/1/25-5/31/25 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 393.75 117,136.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/31/2025 Bill 3872 AgMonitor Inc. 1/1/25 - 12/31/25 Monitoring Service

GSP - Well 
Measure & Report 
Program 500.00 117,636.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/31/2025 Bill 1283

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 4/1/25-5/31/25 Executive Director Services

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 14,292.44 131,928.76

2000 Accounts 
Payable 05/31/2025 Bill 96495 Aleshire & Wynder 5/1/25-5/31/25 Legal Services Legal Services 6,300.00 138,228.76

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/05/2025 Bill 1028 SYRWCD

6/5/25 Rental car and website domain 
reimbursement Public Relations 63.87 138,292.63

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1088 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -9,070.00 129,222.63

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1089 SYRWCD

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -76.91 129,145.72

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1090

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -99,343.75 29,801.97

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1091 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -393.75 29,408.22

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1092 AgMonitor Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -500.00 28,908.22

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/23/2025 Bill INV03645 City of Solvang 6/23/25 AV/Audio for Public Hearing Public Relations 360.00 29,268.22

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/27/2025 Bill 2190

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 6/26/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.91 29,345.13

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 0625341300 Santa Maria Times 6/5/25 & 6/12/25 Comp. 3 Public Hearing PN Public Relations 450.00 29,795.13

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill Banks Ag Services Inc.

6/30/25 Comp. 2 Task 5 Volgelzang New 
Meter Install

GSP - Well 
Measure & Report 
Program 5,864.50 35,659.63

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 00515.008 - 7 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

6/1/25-6/30/25 Monitoring Well Network 
Comp. 5 Task 3

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 2,946.25 38,605.88

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1316 Water Resources Economics 6/1/25-6/30/25 GSP Rate Study GSP - Rate Study 5,932.83 44,538.71

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 2025-6 Robert Stilts, CPA 6/1/25-6/30/25 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 577.50 45,116.21

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 099759401 GeoSystems Analysis, Inc.

6/1/25-6/30/25 Comp. 5 Task 7 Biological 
Evaluations

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 641.25 45,757.46

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1290

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - Component 2 
Extraction Measurement & Reporting

GSP - Well 
Measure & Report 
Program 7,503.75 53,261.21

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1291

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - Component 3 
Rate Studies GSP - Rate Study 46,515.00 99,776.21

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1292

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - Component 4 
Annual Reports & 5-yr Update GSP - Update 1,285.00 101,061.21

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1293

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant -  Component 5 
Monitoring Improvement & Expansion

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 13,645.00 114,706.21

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 1294

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 6/1/25-6/30/25 Executive Director

GSA 
Management/Admi
n 10,314.45 125,020.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 06/30/2025 Bill 97377 Aleshire & Wynder 6/1/25-6/30/25 Legal Services Legal Services 17,710.00 142,730.66

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/17/2025 Bill 2202

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 7/17/25 Board Room Rental Public Relations 76.91 142,807.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/31/2025 Bill 00515.0008 - 8 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

7/1/25 - 7/31/25 Monitoring Improvement & 
Expansion

GSP - Monitoring 
Network 
(incl.GDEs) 3,115.00 145,922.57

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/31/2025 Bill 2025-7 Robert Stilts, CPA 7/1/25-7/31/25 Bookkeeping

Outside Staff 
Support 283.75 146,206.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 07/31/2025 Bill 98290 Aleshire & Wynder 7/1/25-7/31/25 Legal Services Legal Services 4,428.00 150,634.32

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1098 Water Resources Economics

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -5,932.83 144,701.49

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1099 Aleshire & Wynder

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -28,438.00 116,263.49

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1100 GSI Water Solutions, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -10,236.25 106,027.24

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1101 SYRWCD

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -63.87 105,963.37

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1102

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -93,555.64 12,407.73

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1103 Robert Stilts, CPA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -861.25 11,546.48

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1104

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -230.73 11,315.75

Page 6 of 12
EMA GSA Board of Directors Meeting - August 28, 2025

Page 13 of 59



EMA GSA      
General Ledger      
July 2024 - June 2025 

Distribution 
account Transaction date

Transaction 
type Num Name Memo/Description Split account Amount Balance

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1105 Santa Maria Times

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -450.00 10,865.75

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1106 Banks Ag Services Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -5,864.50 5,001.25

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1107 GeoSystems Analysis, Inc.

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -641.25 4,360.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1108 SYRVGB - WMA GSA

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -4,000.00 360.00

2000 Accounts 
Payable 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1109 City of Solvang

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 -360.00 0.00

Total for 2000 Accounts Payable -$76.84

6100 Stakeholder Engagement

6100 Stakeholder 
Engagement 07/01/2024 Bill 10458 Onsite Computers & Design Inc Accounts Payable 72.00 72.00

Total for 6100 Stakeholder Engagement $72.00

1150 Five Star Bank Checking #5951

Beginning Balance 973.50

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1044 Onsite Computers & Design Inc Accounts Payable -72.00 901.50

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1045

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -76.84 824.66

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/15/2024 Journal Entry Deposit General Journal 2,200.00 3,024.66

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.18 3,024.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/08/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1046 Secretary of State Accounts Payable -1.00 3,023.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/08/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1047 Secretary of State Accounts Payable -6.50 3,017.34

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/14/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1048 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -1,277.50 1,739.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/19/2024 Journal Entry Deposit General Journal 2,200.00 3,939.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.29 3,940.13

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1049 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -2,501.25 1,438.88

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1050 Keith Reichel Accounts Payable -621.25 817.63

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1051

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -76.84 740.79

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 09/25/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1052 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable -400.00 340.79

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 09/30/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.33 341.12

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 10/10/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1053

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -76.84 264.28

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 10/24/2024 Journal Entry Loan General Journal 50,000.00 50,264.28

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 10/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 1.29 50,265.57

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/04/2024 Journal Entry Loan 2 50,000.00 100,265.57

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/05/2024 Journal Entry Postage -170.00 100,095.57

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/22/2024 Journal Entry Loan 3 50,000.00 150,095.57

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/30/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1055 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable -400.00 149,695.57

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/30/2024

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1056 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -582.50 149,113.07

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11/30/2024 Journal Entry Interest 9.07 149,122.14

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 12/13/2024 Journal Entry Loan 4 50,000.00 199,122.14

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 12/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest 15.32 199,137.46

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1057 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -14,936.24 184,201.22

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1058

Golden State Risk Management 
Authority Accounts Payable -2,805.00 181,396.22

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1059 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -22,941.25 158,454.97

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1060

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -153.68 158,301.29

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1061 Streamline Accounts Payable -2,280.00 156,021.29
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1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/15/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1062 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -840.00 155,181.29

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/21/2025 Journal Entry 1.21.25 Grant 102,165.39 257,346.68

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 01/31/2025 Journal Entry 1.31.25 Interest 19.99 257,366.67

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1063

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -153.75 257,212.92

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1064 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -393.75 256,819.17

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1065 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable -400.00 256,419.17

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1066 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -2,665.00 253,754.17

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1067

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable -42,156.25 211,597.92

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1068 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -9,415.00 202,182.92

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/04/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1069 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -6,250.00 195,932.92

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/13/2025 Journal Entry Grant Inv4 153.68 196,086.60

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1070

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable -53,710.00 142,376.60

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1071 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -6,790.00 135,586.60

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1072 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -16,887.50 118,699.10

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1073 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -1,312.50 117,386.60

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/25/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1074 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -7,938.75 109,447.85

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 02/28/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 20.26 109,468.11

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1075

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable -4,601.25 104,866.86

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1076 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -5,970.00 98,896.86

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1077 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -743.75 98,153.11

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 03/20/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1078 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -13,511.57 84,641.54

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 03/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 10.41 84,651.95

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1079 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -12,263.75 72,388.20

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1080 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -8,015.00 64,373.20

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1081 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -5,054.48 59,318.72

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1082 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -131.25 59,187.47

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/17/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1083

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -76.96 59,110.51

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/23/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT PIP Marketing Signs Print Accounts Payable -9,101.26 50,009.25

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/29/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT Streamline Accounts Payable -2,500.00 47,509.25

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/30/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 6.15 47,515.40

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 04/30/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) EFT Santa Maria Times Accounts Payable -361.99 47,153.41

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/12/2025 Journal Entry Grant Inv5 5/12/25 EMA Grant Inv5 Comp 2 3 4 5 76,017.93 123,171.34

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/19/2025 Journal Entry SYRWCD Loan 25.01 5/19/25 SYRWCD Loan FY 24/25 01partial 43,875.53 167,046.87

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1084 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -10,211.22 156,835.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1085 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -13,865.00 142,970.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1086 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -175.00 142,795.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1087

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -76.91 142,718.74

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/23/2025 Journal Entry SYRWCD Loan 25.02 5/23/25 SYRWCD Loan FY 24/25 02partial 6,124.47 148,843.21

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/23/2025 Journal Entry Solvang Loan 24/25 5/23/25 City of Solvang Loan 24/25 50,000.00 198,843.21
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EMA GSA      
General Ledger      
July 2024 - June 2025 

Distribution 
account Transaction date

Transaction 
type Num Name Memo/Description Split account Amount Balance

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/29/2025 Journal Entry ID No.1 Loan 24/25.01

5/29/25 SYRWCD Improvement District No. 1 
Loan 24/25 partial.01 23,097.00 221,940.21

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 05/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 11.18 221,951.39

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/04/2025 Journal Entry Santa Barbara Loan 25 6/4/25 County of Santa Barbara Loan 24/25 50,000.00 271,951.39

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1088 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -9,070.00 262,881.39

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1089 SYRWCD Accounts Payable -76.91 262,804.48

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1090

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable -99,343.75 163,460.73

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1091 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -393.75 163,066.98

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/13/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1092 AgMonitor Inc. Accounts Payable -500.00 162,566.98

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 06/30/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 21.67 162,588.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/02/2025 Check 1097 Voided

Outside Staff 
Support 0.00 162,588.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/16/2025 Journal Entry Grant Inv1 Inv2 Grant Inv1 Inv2 ID No1 Action Plan Credits 26,903.00 189,491.65

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned Interest Income 15.02 189,506.67

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 07/31/2025 Expense Inv-004238

Golden State Risk Management 
Authority

7/1/25-6/30/26 General Liability and Crime 
Bond Insurance Insurance -5,018.00 184,488.67

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1098 Water Resources Economics Accounts Payable -5,932.83 178,555.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1099 Aleshire & Wynder Accounts Payable -28,438.00 150,117.84

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1100 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -10,236.25 139,881.59

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1101 SYRWCD Accounts Payable -63.87 139,817.72

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1102

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable -93,555.64 46,262.08

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1103 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable -861.25 45,400.83

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1104

Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable -230.73 45,170.10

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1105 Santa Maria Times Accounts Payable -450.00 44,720.10

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1106 Banks Ag Services Inc. Accounts Payable -5,864.50 38,855.60

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1107 GeoSystems Analysis, Inc. Accounts Payable -641.25 38,214.35

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1108 SYRVGB - WMA GSA Accounts Payable -4,000.00 34,214.35

1150 Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 08/22/2025

Bill Payment 
(Check) 1109 City of Solvang Accounts Payable -360.00 33,854.35

Total for 1150 Five Star Bank Checking #5951 $32,880.85

2300 Deposits - Well Verification

Beginning Balance 0.00

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 07/15/2024 Journal Entry Deposit General Journal 2,200.00 2,200.00

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 08/01/2024 Bill 02019.001-15 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -1,277.50 922.50

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 08/19/2024 Journal Entry Deposit General Journal 2,200.00 3,122.50

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 09/11/2024 Bill 02019.001-16 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -922.50 2,200.00

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 09/11/2024 Bill 02019.001-16 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -331.25 1,868.75
2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 09/19/2024 Bill 02019.001-17 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. Accounts Payable -1,247.50 621.25

2300 Deposits - Well 
Verification 09/25/2024 Bill Refund Keith Reichel Accounts Payable -621.25 0.00

Total for 2300 Deposits - Well Verification $0.00

4600 Interest Income

4600 Interest Income 07/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.18 0.18

4600 Interest Income 08/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.29 0.47

4600 Interest Income 09/30/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 0.33 0.80
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Distribution 
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4600 Interest Income 10/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest General Journal 1.29 2.09

4600 Interest Income 11/30/2024 Journal Entry Interest 9.07 11.16

4600 Interest Income 12/31/2024 Journal Entry Interest 15.32 26.48

4600 Interest Income 01/31/2025 Journal Entry 1.31.25 Interest 19.99 46.47

4600 Interest Income 02/28/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 20.26 66.73

4600 Interest Income 03/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 10.41 77.14

4600 Interest Income 04/30/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 6.15 83.29

4600 Interest Income 05/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 11.18 94.47

4600 Interest Income 06/30/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 21.67 116.14

4600 Interest Income 07/31/2025 Deposit INTEREST Interest Earned
Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 15.02 131.16

Total for 4600 Interest Income $131.16

5900 Other Operating Expenses

5900 Other Operating 
Expenses 08/08/2024 Bill Secretary of State Accounts Payable 1.00 1.00

5900 Other Operating 
Expenses 08/08/2024 Bill Secretary of State Accounts Payable 6.50 7.50

Total for 5900 Other Operating Expenses $7.50

5350 Public Relations

5350 Public Relations 09/01/2024 Bill 2067
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.84 76.84

5350 Public Relations 10/10/2024 Bill 2082
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.84 153.68

5350 Public Relations 10/24/2024 Bill 2094
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.84 230.52

5350 Public Relations 10/31/2024 Bill CFFAE9FE-0001 Streamline Website Migration Accounts Payable 2,500.00 2,730.52

5350 Public Relations 12/20/2024 Bill 2117
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.84 2,807.36

5350 Public Relations 12/20/2024 Bill CFFAE9FE-0002 Streamline Accounts Payable 2,280.00 5,087.36

5350 Public Relations 01/13/2025 Bill 2094
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.84 5,164.20

5350 Public Relations 01/23/2025 Bill 2130
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District Accounts Payable 76.91 5,241.11

5350 Public Relations 03/31/2025 Bill 2154
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 3/20/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.96 5,318.07

5350 Public Relations 04/17/2025 Bill 2166
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 4/17/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.91 5,394.98

5350 Public Relations 04/30/2025 Bill 0325341300 Santa Maria Times 4/30/25 Press Release Accounts Payable 361.99 5,756.97

5350 Public Relations 05/22/2025 Bill 2177 SYRWCD 5/22/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.91 5,833.88

5350 Public Relations 05/27/2025 Bill 2177
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 5/22/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.91 5,910.79

5350 Public Relations 06/05/2025 Bill 1028 SYRWCD
6/5/25 Rental car and website domain 
reimbursement Accounts Payable 63.87 5,974.66

5350 Public Relations 06/23/2025 Bill INV03645 City of Solvang 6/23/25 AV/Audio for Public Hearing Accounts Payable 360.00 6,334.66

5350 Public Relations 06/27/2025 Bill 2190
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 6/26/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.91 6,411.57

5350 Public Relations 06/30/2025 Bill 0625341300 Santa Maria Times 6/5/25 & 6/12/25 Comp. 3 Public Hearing PN Accounts Payable 450.00 6,861.57

5350 Public Relations 07/17/2025 Bill 2202
Santa Ynez Community Services 
District 7/17/25 Board Room Rental Accounts Payable 76.91 6,938.48

Total for 5350 Public Relations $6,938.48

5330 Outside Staff Support

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 09/25/2024 Bill Q1 2024 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable 400.00 400.00

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 11/30/2024 Bill Q2 24/25 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable 400.00 800.00

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 12/31/2024 Bill 2024-12 Robert Stilts, CPA Accounts Payable 393.75 1,193.75

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 12/31/2024 Bill Q4 Valley Bookkeeping Service Accounts Payable 400.00 1,593.75
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5330 Outside Staff 
Support 01/31/2025 Bill 2025-01 Robert Stilts, CPA 1/1/2025-1/31/2025 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 1,312.50 2,906.25

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 02/28/2025 Bill 2025-2 Robert Stilts, CPA 2/1/25-2/28/25 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 743.75 3,650.00

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 03/31/2025 Bill 2025-3 Robert Stilts, CPA 3/1/2025-3/31/2025 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 131.25 3,781.25

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 04/30/2025 Bill 2025-4 Robert Stilts, CPA 4/1/25-4/30/25 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 175.00 3,956.25

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 05/31/2025 Bill 2025-5 Robert Stilts, CPA 5/1/25-5/31/25 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 393.75 4,350.00

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 06/30/2025 Bill 2025-6 Robert Stilts, CPA 6/1/25-6/30/25 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 577.50 4,927.50

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 07/02/2025 Check 1097 Voided

Five Star Bank 
Checking #5951 0.00 4,927.50

5330 Outside Staff 
Support 07/31/2025 Bill 2025-7 Robert Stilts, CPA 7/1/25-7/31/25 Bookkeeping Accounts Payable 283.75 5,211.25

Total for 5330 Outside Staff Support $5,211.25

2503 Loan from City of Solvang

Beginning Balance 12,438.75

2503 Loan from City of 
Solvang 10/24/2024 Journal Entry Loan General Journal 50,000.00 62,438.75

2503 Loan from City of 
Solvang 05/23/2025 Journal Entry Solvang Loan 24/25 5/23/25 City of Solvang Loan 24/25 50,000.00 112,438.75

Total for 2503 Loan from City of Solvang $100,000.00

5200 GSA Management/Admin

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 10/31/2024 Bill 1210

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable 21,197.50 21,197.50

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 11/30/2024 Bill 1213

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable 8,683.75 29,881.25

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 12/31/2024 Bill 1221

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. Accounts Payable 12,275.00 42,156.25

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 12/31/2024 Bill 1228

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 10/1/2024-12/31/2024 GSA Management Accounts Payable 11,418.75 53,575.00

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 01/31/2025 Bill 1235

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 1/1/25-1/31/25 Executive Director Accounts Payable 4,601.25 58,176.25

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 03/31/2025 Bill 1264

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc.

2/1/25 - 3/31/25 Executive Director Support 
Services Accounts Payable 16,872.50 75,048.75

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 05/31/2025 Bill 1283

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 4/1/25-5/31/25 Executive Director Services Accounts Payable 14,292.44 89,341.19

5200 GSA 
Management/Admin 06/30/2025 Bill 1294

Confluence Engineering Solutions, 
Inc. 6/1/25-6/30/25 Executive Director Accounts Payable 10,314.45 99,655.64

Total for 5200 GSA Management/Admin $99,655.64

2504 Loan from ID No. 1

Beginning Balance 12,438.75

2504 Loan from ID No. 
1 11/04/2024 Journal Entry Loan 2 50,000.00 62,438.75

2504 Loan from ID No. 
1 05/29/2025 Journal Entry ID No.1 Loan 24/25.01

5/29/25 SYRWCD Improvement District No. 1 
Loan 24/25 partial.01 23,097.00 85,535.75

Total for 2504 Loan from ID No. 1 $73,097.00

5320 Office Expense (incl postage)

5320 Office Expense 
(incl postage) 11/05/2024 Journal Entry Postage 170.00 170.00

Total for 5320 Office Expense (incl postage) $170.00

2501 Loan from SYRWCD

Beginning Balance 12,438.75

2501 Loan from 
SYRWCD 11/22/2024 Journal Entry Loan 3 50,000.00 62,438.75

2501 Loan from 
SYRWCD 05/19/2025 Journal Entry SYRWCD Loan 25.01 5/19/25 SYRWCD Loan FY 24/25 01partial 43,875.53 106,314.28

2501 Loan from 
SYRWCD 05/23/2025 Journal Entry SYRWCD Loan 25.02 5/23/25 SYRWCD Loan FY 24/25 02partial 6,124.47 112,438.75

Total for 2501 Loan from SYRWCD $100,000.00
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1150 Five Star Bank Checking #5951

08/22/2025 1098 Water Resources Economics -5,932.83 6/1/25-6/30/25 GSP Rate Study

08/22/2025 1099 Aleshire & Wynder -28,438.00 5/1/25-7/31/25 Legal Services

08/22/2025 1100 GSI Water Solutions, Inc. -10,236.25 4/1/25-4/30/25 Rate Study Comp. 3

6/1/25-6/30/25 Monitoring Well Network 
Comp. 5 Task 3

7/1/25 - 7/31/25 Monitoring 
Improvement & Expansion

08/22/2025 1101 SYRWCD -63.87
6/5/25 Rental car and website domain 
reimbursement

08/22/2025 1102 Confluence Engineering Solutions, Inc. -93,555.64
4/1/25-5/31/25 Executive Director 
Services

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - 
Component 2 Extraction Measurement 
& Reporting

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - 
Component 3 Rate Studies4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant - 
Component 4 Annual Reports & 5-yr 

4/1/25-6/30/25 Prop 68 Grant -  
Component 5 Monitoring Improvement 
& Expansion

6/1/25-6/30/25 Executive Director

08/22/2025 1103 Robert Stilts, CPA -861.25 6/1/25-7/31/25 Bookkeeping

08/22/2025 1104 Santa Ynez Community Services District -230.73 5/1/25-7/31/25 Board Room Rentals

08/22/2025 1105 Santa Maria Times -450.00
6/5/25 & 6/12/25 Comp. 3 Public 
Hearing PN

08/22/2025 1106 Banks Ag Services Inc. -5,864.50
6/30/25 Comp. 2 Task 5 Volgelzang 
New Meter Install

08/22/2025 1107 GeoSystems Analysis, Inc. -641.25
6/1/25-6/30/25 Comp. 5 Task 7 
Biological Evaluations

08/22/2025 1108 SYRVGB - WMA GSA -4,000.00

12/6/24-3/27/25 Cost Sharing with 
CMA/WMA/EMA for 2024 Annual 
Report

08/22/2025 1109 City of Solvang -360.00 6/23/25 AV/Audio for Public Hearing

Total for 1150 Five Star Bank Checking #5951 -$150,634.32

TOTAL -$150,634.32
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TO:  SYRVGB EMA GSA Board of Directors 
 
FROM:  Dan Heimel, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  August 28, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Item 4a – Review and consider approval of Professional Services Agreement with GSI 

for the 5-Year GSP Evaluation. 
  

Purpose 
The purpose of this Staff Report is to provide the Board of Directors (Board) of the Santa Ynez River 
Valley Groundwater Basin Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“EMA GSA”) 
with the Professional Services Agreement with GSI for the 5-Year GSP Evaluation for their approval 
consideration. 
 

Discussion 
Under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 
(GSAs) are required every 5 years to submit to the Department of Water Resources a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan Periodic Evaluation (5-Year GSP Evaluation). A 5-Year GSP Evaluation is a written 
assessment of the progress and effectiveness of GSP implementation over the previous 5-year period. 
The first 5-Year GSP Evaluation is due on January 20, 2027. 
 
The proposed Professional Services Agreement for the 5-Year GSP Evaluation, which has a total 
anticipated cost of $212,000, is included as Attachment A. To assist in assessing if there will be sufficient 
grant funding to cover the cost of the 5-Year GSP Evaluation, EMA GSA Staff performed an analysis that 
included quantifying the amount of Prop 68 Grant funds currently remaining and the estimated 
outstanding costs to complete the grant tasks to develop an estimate of the anticipated amount of grant 
funding remaining upon completion of the grant tasks. The results of this analysis indicate that through 
use of potentially unspent funds from Component 2 there likely should be sufficient Prop 68 Grant 
Budget to cover the proposed cost of the 5-Year GSP Evaluation, see Table 1. 
 
It should be noted that the remaining budget approximations are based on the best available estimates 
for costs to complete the remaining grant tasks and that actual costs won’t be known until the tasks are 
completed.   
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 Table 1. Prop 68 Grant Budget Analysis Results 
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Recommendation 
Review and consider approval of Professional Services Agreement with GSI for the 5-Year GSP 
Evaluation. 
 

Attachment 
Attachment A: Professional Services Agreement for the Eastern Management Area of the Santa Ynez 
River Valley Groundwater Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan 5-Year Periodic Evaluation 
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Professional Services Agreement – Consultant Services 
Page 1 of 11 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 
FOR CONSULTANT SERVICES 

1. IDENTIFICATION 

THIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered into by and 
among the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin Eastern Management Area Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency, a California Joint Powers Agency ("Client"), and GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 
(GSI), an Oregon consultant (“Consultant”). Client and Consultant may be referred to in this 
Agreement collectively as the "Parties" or individually as a "Party." 

2. RECITALS 

2.1 Consultant represents that it is fully qualified to perform the professional services 
described in the Scope of Work by virtue of its experience and the training, 
education, and expertise of its principals and employees. Consultant further 
represents that it is willing to accept responsibility to perform such services in 
accordance with this Agreement. 

2.2 Consultant represents that it has no known relationships with third parties, members 
of Client’s governing board, or employees of Client which would (1) present a 
conflict of interest with the rendering of services under this Agreement under 
Government Code section 1090, the Political Reform Act (Government Code 
sections 81000 et seq.), or other applicable law, (2) prevent Consultant from 
performing the terms of this Agreement, or (3) present a significant opportunity for 
the disclosure of confidential information. 

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions 
herein contained, Client and Consultant agree as follows: 

3. DEFINITIONS 

3.1 “Scope of Work”: Such professional services, and Consultant’s fees for such 
services, are set forth in Consultant’s proposal attached hereto as Exhibit A and 
incorporated herein by this reference.  

3.4 “Commencement Date”: August 28th, 2025. 

3.5 “Project Administrator”: The individual that shall manage Consultant’s 
performance of this Agreement on Consultant’s behalf. No change shall be made 
in Consultant’s project administrator without Client’s prior written consent. 

4. TERM 

The initial term of this Agreement shall commence at 12:00 a.m. on the Commencement 
Date and shall continue for a period not to exceed March 31st, 2026, unless the deadline 
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for this Component of the Proposition 68 grant is extended by the Department of Water 
Resources. This Agreement may be terminated prior to expiration of the initial term in 
accordance with Section 13 (“Termination”) below, and may be extended beyond the 
initial term upon written agreement of the Parties.  
 

5. CONSULTANT’S DUTIES 

5.1 Services. Consultant shall perform the services identified in the Scope of Work. 
Client shall have the right to request, in writing, changes in the Scope of Work. Any 
such changes mutually agreed upon by the parties, and any corresponding increase 
or decrease in compensation, shall be incorporated by written amendment to this 
Agreement. 

5.2 Coordination with Client and Legal Counsel. In performing services under this 
Agreement, Consultant shall coordinate all contact with Client and its legal counsel, 
if requested by Client.  

5.3 Budgetary Notification. Consultant shall notify Client, in writing, when fees and 
expenses incurred under this Agreement have reached eighty percent (80%) of the 
Maximum Amount. Consultant shall concurrently inform Client of Consultant’s 
estimate of total expenditures required to complete its current assignments before 
proceeding, when the remaining work on such assignments would exceed the 
Maximum Amount. 

5.4 Professional Standards. Consultant shall perform all work to the standards of 
Consultant’s profession prevailing at the time and place the work is performed. 
Consultant shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and 
regulations. Consultant shall keep itself fully informed of and in compliance with 
all local, state, and federal laws, rules, and regulations in any manner affecting the 
performance of this Agreement, including all Cal/OSHA requirements, the conflict-
of-interest provisions of Government Code section 1090, and the Political Reform 
Act (Government Code sections 81000 et seq.). 

5.5 Avoid Conflicts. During the term of this Agreement, Consultant shall not perform 
any work for another person or entity for whom Consultant was not working at the 
Commencement Date if such work would present a conflict interfering with 
performance under this Agreement. However, Client may consent in writing to 
Consultant’s performance of such work. 

5.6 Appropriate Personnel. Consultant has, or will secure at its own expense, all 
personnel required to perform the services identified in the Scope of Work. All such 
services shall be performed by Consultant or under its supervision, and all 
personnel engaged in the work shall be qualified to perform such services. The 
Project Administrator shall have direct responsibility for management of 
Consultant’s performance under this Agreement. 
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5.7 Substitution of Personnel. Any persons named in the proposal or Scope of Work 
constitutes a promise to the Client that those persons will perform and coordinate 
their respective services under this Agreement. Should one or more of such 
personnel become unavailable, Consultant may substitute other personnel of at least 
equal competence upon written approval of Client. If Client and Consultant cannot 
agree as to the substitution of key personnel, Client may terminate this Agreement 
for cause. 

5.8 Permits and Approvals. Consultant shall obtain, at its sole cost and expense, all 
permits and regulatory approvals necessary for Consultant’s performance of this 
Agreement.  

5.9 Notification of Organizational Changes. Consultant shall notify the Client, in 
writing, of any change in name, ownership, or control of Consultant’s firm or of 
any subcontractor. Change of ownership or control of Consultant’s firm may 
require an amendment to this Agreement. 

5.10 Records. Consultant shall maintain any and all ledgers, books of account, invoices, 
vouchers, canceled checks, and other records or documents evidencing or relating 
to charges for services or expenditures and disbursements charged to Client under 
this Agreement for a minimum of three (3) years, or for any longer period required 
by law, from the date of final payment to Consultant under this Agreement. All 
such documents shall be made available for inspection, audit, and/or copying at any 
time during regular business hours, upon oral or written request of Client. In 
addition, pursuant to Government Code section 8546.7, if the amount of public 
funds expended under this Agreement exceeds ten thousand dollars, all such 
documents and this Agreement shall be subject to the examination and audit of the 
State Auditor, at the request of Client or as part of any audit of Client, for a period 
of three (3) years after final payment under this Agreement. 

5.11 Non-Disclosure. All data, documents, discussion, or other information developed 
or received by Consultant or provided for performance of this Agreement shall not 
be disclosed by Consultant without prior written consent by Client. Client shall 
grant such consent if disclosure is legally required. Upon request, all data of Client 
or of Client’s legal counsel shall be returned to same, as the case may be, upon the 
termination or expiration of this Agreement. 

6. SUBCONTRACTING 

6.1  General Prohibition. This Agreement covers professional services of a specific 
and unique nature. Except as otherwise provided herein, Consultant shall not assign 
or transfer its interest in this Agreement or subcontract any services to be performed 
without amending this Agreement. 
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6.2  Consultant Responsible. Consultant shall be responsible to Client for all services 
to be performed under this Agreement. 

Compensation for Subcontractors. Client shall pay Consultant for work performed by 
its subcontractors, if any, only at Consultant’s actual cost. Consultant shall be liable 
and accountable for any and all payments, compensation, and federal and state taxes 
to all subcontractors performing services under this Agreement. Client shall not be 
liable for any payment, compensation, or federal and state taxes for any 
subcontractors. 

7. COMPENSATION 

7.1 General. Client agrees to compensate Consultant for the services provided under 
this Agreement, and Consultant agrees to accept payment in accordance with the 
fees set forth in Exhibit A in full satisfaction for such services. Compensation shall 
not exceed the Maximum Amount. Consultant shall not be reimbursed for any 
expenses unless provided for in this Agreement or authorized in writing by Client 
in advance. 

7.2 Invoices. Consultant shall submit to Client an invoice, on a monthly basis or as 
otherwise agreed to by the Client, for services performed pursuant to this 
Agreement. Each invoice shall identify the Maximum Amount, the services 
rendered during the billing period, the amount due for the invoice, and the total 
amount previously invoiced. All labor charges shall be itemized by employee name 
and classification/position with the firm, the corresponding hourly rate, the hours 
worked, a description of each labor charge, and the total amount due for labor 
charges. 

7.3 Payment by Client. Client will pay undisputed amounts invoiced within 45 days 
of its receipt of the invoice. 

7.4 Taxes. Client shall not withhold applicable taxes or other payroll deductions from 
payments made to Consultant except as otherwise required by law. Consultant shall 
be solely responsible for calculating, withholding, and paying all taxes. 

7.5 Additional Work. Consultant shall not be reimbursed for any expenses incurred 
for work performed outside the Scope of Work unless prior written approval is 
given by the Client through a fully executed written amendment. Consultant shall 
not undertake any such work without prior written approval of the Client. 

7.6 Client Satisfaction as Precondition to Payment. Notwithstanding any other terms 
of this Agreement, no payments shall be made to Consultant until Client is satisfied 
that the services are satisfactory. 
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7.7 Right to Withhold Payments. If Consultant fails to provide a deposit or promptly 
satisfy an indemnity obligation described in Section 10, Client shall have the right 
to withhold payments under this Agreement to offset that amount. 

8. OWNERSHIP OF WRITTEN PRODUCTS 

All reports, documents, or other written material, and all electronic files, including 
computer-aided design files, developed by Consultant in the performance of this 
Agreement (such written material and electronic files are collectively known as “written 
products”) shall be and remain the property of Client without restriction or limitation upon 
its use or dissemination by Client except as provided by law. Consultant may take and 
retain copies of such written products as desired, but no such written products shall be the 
subject of a copyright application by Consultant. 

9. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES 

9.1  General. Consultant is, and shall at all times remain as to Client, a wholly 
independent contractor. 

9.2  No Agent Authority. Consultant shall have no power to incur any debt, obligation, 
or liability on behalf of Client or otherwise to act on behalf of Client as an agent. 
Neither Client, nor any of its agents, shall have control over the conduct of 
Consultant or any of Consultant’s employees, except as set forth in this Agreement. 
Consultant shall not represent that it is, or that any of its agents or employees are, 
in any manner employees of Client. 

9.3  Independent Contractor Status. Under no circumstances shall Consultant or its 
employees look to Client as an employer. Consultant shall not be entitled to any 
benefits. Client makes no representation as to the effect of this independent 
contractor relationship on Consultant’s previously earned California Public 
Employees Retirement System (“CalPERS”) retirement benefits, if any, and 
Consultant specifically assumes the responsibility for making such a determination. 
Consultant shall be responsible for all reports and obligations including, but not 
limited to: social security taxes, income tax withholding, unemployment insurance, 
disability insurance, and workers’ compensation, and other applicable federal and 
state taxes. 

9.4  Indemnification of CalPERS Determination. In the event that Consultant or any 
employee, agent, or subcontractor of Consultant providing services under this 
Agreement claims or is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction or CalPERS 
to be eligible for enrollment in CalPERS as an employee of the Client, Consultant 
shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Client for the payment of any employee 
and/or employer contributions for CalPERS benefits on behalf of Consultant or its 
employees, agents, or subcontractors, as well as for the payment of any penalties 
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and interest on such contributions, which would otherwise be the responsibility of 
Client. 

10.  INDEMNIFICATION 

10.1  Definitions. For purposes of this section, “Consultant” shall include Consultant, its 
officers, employees, agents, or subcontractors, or anyone directly or indirectly 
employed by either Consultant or its subcontractors, in the performance of this 
Agreement. “Client” shall include Client, its officers, agents, employees and 
volunteers. 

10.2 Consultant to Indemnify Client. To the full extent permitted by law, Consultant 
shall indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Client, and its respective officers, 
agents, employees, and volunteers from and against any and all claims and losses, 
costs, or expenses for any damage due to death or injury to any person and injury 
to any property to the extent caused by the intentional, reckless, or negligent acts, 
errors, or omissions of Consultant or any of its officers, employees, agents, or 
subcontractors in the performance of this Agreement except the negligence of 
Client and its agents, officers, and employees. 

10.3 Material Term. Consultant acknowledges that Client would not enter into this 
Agreement in the absence of Consultant’s commitment to indemnify and protect 
Client as set forth herein. Accordingly, the provisions of this indemnity provision 
are intended by the parties to be interpreted and construed to provide the fullest 
protection possible under the law to Client. 

10.4 Subcontractor to Indemnify Client. Consultant agrees to obtain executed 
indemnity agreements with provisions identical to those set forth here in this section 
from each and every subcontractor or any other person or entity involved by, for, 
with, or on behalf of Consultant in the performance of this Agreement.  

10.5 Scope of Indemnity. Personal injury shall include injury or damage due to death 
or injury to any person, whether physical, emotional, consequential, or otherwise, 
Property damage shall include injury to any personal or real property. Consultant 
shall not be required to indemnify Client for such loss or damage as is caused by 
the sole active negligence or willful misconduct of the Client. 

10.6 Attorneys Fees. Consultant shall not be entitled to any refund of attorneys’ fees, 
defense costs, or expenses in the event that it is adjudicated to have been non-
negligent. 

10.7 Waiver of Statutory Immunity. The obligations of Consultant under this section 
are not limited by the provisions of any workers’ compensation act or similar act. 
Consultant expressly waives its statutory immunity under such statutes or laws as 
to Client. 
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10.8 Insurance. Consultant’s liability under this Section 10 (Indemnification) shall not 
exceed the insurance coverage required under Section 11 (Insurance). 

10.9 Consultant Cooperation in Defense of Claims. In the event any claim or action 
is brought relating to Consultant’s performance in connection with this Agreement, 
Consultant shall render any reasonable assistance that Client may require. 

11. INSURANCE 

11.1 Insurance Required. Consultant shall maintain insurance as described in this 
section and Client and its officers, directors, employees and agents shall be named 
as addition insureds on all insurance policies required by this Agreement, and 
Consultant shall require all of its subcontractors, consultants, and other agents to 
do the same. Approval of the insurance by the Client shall not relieve or decrease 
any liability of Consultant. Any requirement for insurance to be maintained after 
completion of the work shall survive this Agreement. 

11.2 Documentation of Insurance. Consultant shall file with Client complete, certified 
copies of all required insurance policies, including endorsements affecting the 
coverage. However, failure to obtain the required documents prior to the work 
beginning shall not waive the Consultant’s obligation to provide them. 

11.3 Comprehensive General Liability. Consultant shall procure and/or maintain in 
full force and effect during the performance of any Services or Additional Services 
pursuant to this Agreement, comprehensive general liability and property damage 
insurance covering Consultant’s performance under this Agreement in an amount 
of not less than Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000), combined single limit coverage. 

11.4 Workers’ Compensation. Consultant shall procure and/or maintain in full force 
and effect during the performance of any Services or Additional Services pursuant 
to this Agreement, workers’ compensation insurance covering its employees in 
Consultant’s performance under this Agreement. 

11.5 Professional Liability. Consultant shall procure and/or maintain in full force and 
effect during the performance of any Services or Additional Services pursuant to 
this Agreement, professional liability insurance in an amount not less than One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) coverage. 

11.6 Duty to Defend and Indemnify. Consultant’s duties to defend and indemnify 
Client under this Agreement shall survive the expiration of this Agreement as well 
as expiration or early termination of this Agreement. 

12. NOTICES 

Any notices, bills, invoices, or reports required by this Agreement shall be deemed received 
on: (i) the day of delivery if delivered by hand, facsimile, or overnight courier service 
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during Client’s and Consultant’s regular business hours; (ii) on the second business day 
following deposit in the United States mail if delivered by mail, postage prepaid, or (iii) 
the day of delivery if delivered by email, to the addresses listed below (or to such other 
addresses as the parties may, from time to time, designate in writing). 

If to Client: 
 
Daniel Heimel, Executive Director 
Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater 
Basin Eastern Management Area 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
Mailing Address: PO Box 68, Santa Ynez, 
CA 93460 
ema@santaynezwater.org 

 If to Consultant: 
 
Tim Nicely, Supervising Hydrogeologist 
GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 
Mailing Address: 418 Chapala Street, Suite 
H, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
tnicely@gsiws.com 
 

   
13. TERMINATION 

13.1 Client Termination. Client shall have the right to terminate this Agreement for 
any reason on five calendar days’ written notice to Consultant.  

13.2 Consultant Termination. Consultant shall have the right to terminate this 
Agreement for any reason on thirty calendar days’ written notice to Client. 

13.3 Cessation of Work. Consultant agrees to cease all work under this Agreement on 
or before the effective date of any notice of termination. Consultant shall upon 
payment of all sums due to Consultant, return to Client and its legal counsel all 
Client’s or legal counsel’s data, documents, objects, materials, or other tangible 
things upon the termination or expiration of this Agreement. 

13.4 Compensation Following Termination. If Client terminates this Agreement due 
to no fault or failure of performance by Consultant, then Consultant shall be paid 
based on the work satisfactorily performed at the time of termination. In no event 
shall Consultant be entitled to receive more than the amount that would be paid to 
Consultant for the full performance of the services required by this Agreement. 

14.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

14.1  Governing Law and Venue. This Agreement is entered into and performed in the 
State of California and is to be interpreted pursuant to the law of the State of 
California. Venue in any action arising out of this Agreement shall be in the 
Superior Court of California for the County of Santa Barbara. For litigation subject 
to United States District Court jurisdiction, venue shall be in the district court that 
is geographically closest to Santa Barbara, California. 

14.2  Entire Agreement. The Parties agree that this Agreement contains the entire 
understanding concerning the subject matter among the Parties and supersedes and 
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replaces all prior negotiations of proposed agreements, written or oral, if any. This 
Agreement shall not be amended or modified except in writing, executed and 
agreed to by all the Parties to this Agreement. 

14.3 Severability. If any term, provision, covenant, or condition of this Agreement is 
held to be invalid, void, or unenforceable, the Parties shall amend this Agreement 
and/or take other action necessary to achieve the intent of this Agreement. 

14.4 No Presumption Against Drafter. Each party had an opportunity to consult with 
an attorney in reviewing and drafting this agreement. Any uncertainty or ambiguity 
shall not be construed for or against any party based on attribution of drafting to 
any party. 

14.5  No Third-Party Beneficiaries. Except as expressly stated herein, there is no 
intended third-party beneficiary of any right or obligation assumed by the parties. 

14.6  Time of the Essence. Time is of the essence for each and every provision of this 
Agreement. 

14.7 Attorneys’ Fees. If legal action shall be necessary to enforce any term, covenant 
or condition contained in this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to 
an award of reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs expended in the action. 

14.8 Counterparts; Electronic Signatures. This Agreement may be signed in one or 
more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which 
together shall be deemed one and the same instrument. The parties acknowledge 
and agree that this Agreement may be executed by electronic signature, which shall 
be considered as an original signature for all purposes and shall have the same force 
and effect as an original signature. Without limitation, “electronic signature” shall 
include faxed or emailed versions of an original signature, electronically scanned 
and transmitted versions (e.g., via pdf) of an original signature, or a digital 
signature. 
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TO EFFECTUATE THIS AGREEMENT, the parties have caused their duly authorized 
representatives to execute this Agreement on the dates set forth below. 

CLIENT 

By: __________________________ 

Name: _______________________ 
 
Title: ________________________ 

Date: _____________________ 

CONSULTANT 

By: __________________________ 

Name: _______________________ 
 
Title: ________________________ 

 
Date: _____________________ 
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Exhibit A: Consultant Proposal 
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GSI Water Solutions, Inc.  418 Chapala Street, Suite H, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 www.gsiws.com 
 

          
 

Scope of Work and Fee Estimate 
To: Daniel Heimel, Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin Eastern Management Area 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

From: Tim Nicely and Katie O’Malley, GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 

Date: July 16, 2025 

RE: Proposal for the Eastern Management Area of the Santa Ynez River Valley 
Groundwater Basin Groundwater Sustainability Plan 5-Year Periodic 
Evaluation 

 
Dear Dan: 
 
GSI Water Solutions, Inc. (GSI) is pleased to present this proposal to develop a Groundwater Sustainability Plan 
(Plan) 5-year Periodic Evaluation for the Eastern Management Area (EMA) portion of the Santa Ynez River Valley 
Groundwater Basin (Basin). The Periodic Evaluation will assess the effectiveness of Plan implementation efforts 
to date in meeting sustainability objectives and to discuss the seven recommended corrective actions identified 
by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) in their approval determination. Based on the results of 
the Periodic Evaluation, any suggested Plan Amendments will be identified, which will enable the EMA 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) to formalize changes to its Plan and thereby ensure it is up to date with 
the EMA’s groundwater sustainability program.  
 
The GSI team is excited to support the GSA in the development of these important documents and is prepared to 
act swiftly to ensure that they are submitted to DWR on time. The detailed scope of work is outlined below. 

Thank you for your consideration of our proposal. Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
                  
 
 
 
Tim Nicely, PG, CHg      
Supervising Hydrogeologist     
GSI Water Solutions      
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Scope of Work 
The Santa Ynez River Groundwater Basin (Basin), identified as Basin No. 3-015 and classified by the DWR as a 
medium-priority basin, submitted three Plans (one for each Management Area in the Basin) to the DWR in 
January 2022. The Plan was approved by the DWR in January 2024. Under SGMA requirements, GSAs must 
submit a 5-Year Plan Periodic Evaluation. A Periodic Evaluation is a written assessment of the progress and 
effectiveness of Plan implementation in the initial 5-year implementation period. The assessment is meant to 
evaluate whether the groundwater sustainability program is meeting the EMA’s sustainability goals and continues 
to meet the requirements of SGMA and the Plan regulations. The 5-Year Periodic Evaluation is due on January 
20, 2027.  

GSI understands that a Periodic Evaluation should provide:  

▪ The status of groundwater conditions for the first 5-year period of SGMA implementation.  

▪ Progress toward meeting interim milestones and measurable objectives during the 5-year period.  

▪ A description of the advancement of projects and management actions over the evaluation cycle, 
including the associated quantified cumulative benefits.  

▪ An explanation of how cumulative benefits are contributing to the EMA achieving its sustainability goal 
and operating within its sustainable yield.  

▪ A discussion of any unforeseen challenges encountered with the development or implementation of 
certain projects and management actions and the outcome of responding to those challenges.  

During the process of preparation of the Periodic Evaluation, if the GSA determines that changes are warranted 
to the Plan, the GSA may choose to prepare and submit Plan Amendments to formalize any changes, ensuring it 
is up to date with the EMA’s current groundwater management approaches. Note that preparation of the Plan 
Amendments are not included in the scope of work. 

GSI understands that Plan Amendments may be warranted if significant changes are made, such as: 

▪ Changes made to the management of the EMA portion of the Basin, including sustainable management 
criteria, goals, addition or removal of management areas, or modifications to the representative 
monitoring sites network. 

▪ Revisions made to projects and management actions, including those that could affect the projected 
water budget, sustainable yield, achievement of measurable objectives, or impact the ability to mitigate 
overdraft. 

▪ Modifications made to the administrative management of the Basin, including addition or removal of 
GSAs or Plans.  

Per the DWR’s Recommended Corrective Actions presented in DWR’s determination letter, Plan Amendments are 
likely warranted at a later time to reevaluate several management criteria outlined in the EMA’s Plan. The tasks 
for implementing this scope of work are listed below. 

Task 1 – Project Management and Administration 
With our local office in Santa Barbara, we can efficiently apply our time and resources to the effort at hand. We 
will draw upon the full GSI team for expertise in specific technical areas as needed. GSI’s proven project 
management approach is built on clear and frequent communication with our clients. As such, the team will 
maintain close communications with GSA staff. We have been fortunate to develop close working relationships 
with all members of the GSA staff working group and fully intend to continue to maintain this dynamic.  
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The 5-Year Periodic Evaluation must be prepared efficiently to stay within budget, remain on schedule, and avoid 
surprises. To achieve this objective, we are proposing a small and focused team led by Tim Nicely, who will be 
responsible for ensuring that our work is completed within budget and on schedule. He will rely on financial 
performance information provided by GSI’s accounting group and will communicate with the GSA on a regular 
basis regarding the status of scope, schedule, and budget.  
 

Task 2 – Review Background Information 
Having worked in the Basin for many years, GSI staff already maintain close familiarity with the key background 
information documentation, including but not limited to the following: 

▪ The entirety of the approved Plan, which provides information and data regarding historical groundwater 
use, Basin conditions, SMCs, and recommended projects and management actions.  

▪ The entirety of submitted annual reports, which provide annual updates on basin conditions and progress 
toward sustainability. 

▪ Guide to Annual Reports, Periodic Evaluations, & Plan Amendments (October 2023 DWR Guide), which 
provides DWR guidance on preparing periodic evaluations and plan amendments.  

▪ DWR’s statement and findings and staff plan for the EMA detailing the recommended corrective actions, 
which document seven specific areas of the Plan that should be improved over the remaining 17 years of 
the SGMA implementation period. 

▪ Relevant California Water Code Sections regarding periodic evaluations, including Sections 10728.2, 
356.4, and 357.4. 
 

Task 3 – Develop Responses to DWR’s Recommended Corrective Actions 
GSI anticipates this task to be the most significant portion of the 5-year Periodic Evaluation. Responses to the 
DWR corrective actions transmitted in a January 8, 2024 letter will demonstrate adequate progress during the 
first 5-year implementation period of the Plan. GSI has reviewed the seven Recommended Corrective Actions 
presented in DWR’s determination letter. The recommended corrective actions address the following seven 
general categories: 

1. Document and incorporate all well production within the EMA. 
2. Clearly describe and analyze the physical properties of the main aquifers and their relationship with the 

Santa Ynez River Alluvium. 
3. Re-evaluate the water budgets for consistency across the three GSAs. 
4. Re-evaluate the sustainable management criteria for the chronic lowering of water levels. 
5. Re-evaluate the sustainable management criteria for water quality. 
6. Re-evaluate the sustainable management criteria for land subsidence. 
7. Stream depletion: evaluate the rate, timing, and volume of depletions of interconnected surface water to 

establish specific sustainable management criteria in the near future. 

The determination letter provides additional detail on DWR’s Recommended Corrective Actions. GSI will consult 
with the GSA to review activities to date and formulate appropriate responses to DWR that demonstrate 
significant progress with respect to the Recommended Corrective Actions.  

We assume that GSI will be able to accommodate no more than two rounds of GSA staff edits to the responses to 
the DWR’s Recommended Corrective Actions and that these edits will satisfy the DWR requirements.  
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Task 4 – Update Groundwater Model 
To support the development of the Periodic Evaluation, GSI will update the existing numerical groundwater flow 
model. The model update will focus on incorporation of updated datasets including water level data available 
since the existing model period through water year 2018. The numerical groundwater model will be used to 
inform the water budgets included within the Periodic Evaluation. Water level data through water year 2024 from 
the representative wells within the Careaga Sand and Paso Robles Formation principal aquifers and other water 
wells will be added as available. Likewise, climatic conditions including precipitation, evaporation, runoff, and 
available streamflow data will be incorporated. Based on these updates, GSI will conduct a post-audit of the 
model to evaluate the previous calibration results to assess the post-2018 model performance and to support 
water budget preparation. 

The results of the numerical groundwater model update will be documented within a brief technical 
memorandum, which will be included in the Periodic Evaluation.  

Responses to any DWR staff review comments that warrant revisions to the model are not anticipated or included 
in this scope of work but could be conducted under a separate scope of work if authorized by the GSA. 

Task 5 – Develop Plan Periodic Evaluation 
GSI will develop the 5-year Periodic Evaluation for the Santa Ynez EMA’s Plan and ensure that the evaluation 
meets the requirements of SGMA and the California Water Code, and references the annotated outline provided 
in the October 2023 DWR Guidance document. The evaluation shall focus on determining whether the actions 
performed under the implementation of the Plan to date are meeting the Plan’s management objectives, and 
whether those objectives are demonstrating reasonable progress toward meeting the sustainability goal in the 
Basin. Consistent with SGMA regulations, the evaluation will include: 

a) A discussion document assessing if the original Plan’s implementation is advancing the EMA and Basin 
toward sustainability.  

b) A description of current groundwater conditions over the evaluation period for each applicable 
sustainability indicator relative to measurable objectives, interim milestones, and minimum thresholds.  

c) A description of the progress toward implementation of any projects or management actions, and the 
resulting effect on groundwater conditions toward meeting the original Plan’s sustainability goal.  

d) A description of the monitoring network within the basin, including identification of data gaps, or any 
areas within the basin that are represented by data that does not satisfy the requirements of Sections 
352.4 and 354.34(c). The description shall include the following:  

1. An assessment of monitoring network function with an analysis of data collected to date, 
identification of data gaps, and the actions necessary to improve the monitoring network, 
consistent with the requirements of Section 354.38.  

2. If data gaps are identified, the Plan shall describe a program for the acquisition of additional data 
sources, including an estimate of the timing of that acquisition, and for incorporation of newly 
obtained information into the Plan. These efforts are currently ongoing. 

3. The Plan shall prioritize the installation of new data collection facilities and analysis of new data 
based on the needs of the basin. These efforts are ongoing, and progress to date will be 
presented in the evaluation. 

e) A discussion of any other Plan topics that have changed during the Plan. These may include some or all of 
the following, based on results of the evaluation and input from the stakeholder groups: 
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1. The basin setting, management areas, or the identification of undesirable results and the setting 
of minimum thresholds and measurable objectives, shall be reconsidered and revisions 
proposed, if necessary.  

2. An evaluation of the basin setting in light of significant new information or changes in water use, 
and an explanation of any significant changes. If the EMA’s evaluation shows that the EMA is 
experiencing overdraft conditions, the EMA shall include an assessment of measures to mitigate 
that overdraft.  

3. A description of significant new information that has been made available since Plan adoption. 
The description shall also include whether new information warrants changes to any aspect of the 
Plan, including the evaluation of the basin setting, measurable objectives, minimum thresholds, 
or the criteria defining undesirable results.  

4. A description of relevant actions taken by the EMA, including a summary of regulations or 
ordinances related to the Plan.  

5. Information describing any enforcement or legal actions taken by the EMA in furtherance of the 
sustainability goal for the EMA.  

6. Where appropriate, a summary of coordination that occurred between multiple Agencies in a 
single basin, Agencies in hydrologically connected basins, and land use agencies.  

7. Other information the EMA deems appropriate, along with any information required by the 
Department to conduct a periodic review as required by Water Code Section 10733. 

f) A detailed discussion of how the recommended corrective actions are being addressed. This subject is 
discussed previously in Task 3 of this proposal. This detailed discussion will be addressed in the text of 
the 5-year Periodic Evaluation. 

g) A description of public outreach activities during the evaluation period, describing engagement of 
interested parties and beneficial users potentially including mailers, flyers, public workshops, public 
meetings, receipt of public comments and GSA response to comments, and other elements of a public 
engagement program executed during the development of this 5-year evaluation.  

Report Outline 
The following outline will be used to structure the 5-Year Periodic Evaluation, as provided in the October 2023 
DWR Guide document: 

1. Executive Summary 
2. New Information (23 California Code of Regulations [CCR] § 356.4. (f)) 

a. Compile new information since Plan Adoption 
b. Evaluate aspects of Plan affected by new information 
c. Determine whether new information warrants Plan Amendment 

3. Groundwater Conditions Relative to Sustainable Management Criteria (23 CCR § 356.4. (a)) 
a. Evaluate current groundwater conditions for each sustainability indicator (Management 

Objectives [MOs], Interim Milestones, Minimum Thresholds [MTs]) 
b. Describe effectiveness of Plan implementation 
c. Explain areas for improvement and GSA plans for improvement 
d. Forecast for next evaluation cycle (10 year) 

4. Status of Projects and Management Actions (23 CCR § 356.4. (b) & (f)) 
a. Summarize Projects and Management Actions since Plan Adoption 
b. Detailed project descriptions, including current status and quantified or anticipated 

benefits 
c. Discuss added, removed, or delayed projects 
d. Outline anticipated projects during next 10-Year Evaluation cycle 
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5. Basin Setting based on New Information or Changes in Water Use (23 CCR § 356.4(d)) 
a. Detail hydrogeologic conceptual model revisions due to new information and infilling of 

data gaps 
b. Discuss remaining data gaps and create detailed plan to address and fill these gaps 
c. Evaluate groundwater conditions utilizing data from: Synthetic Aperture Radar (InSAR), dry 

well reports, water quality data, and assessments of interconnected surface water (ISW) 
and groundwater-dependent ecosystems (GDEs) 

d. Discuss water use changes, including updated current and projected water budgets 
e. Model updates 

6. Monitoring Networks (23 CCR § 356.4(e)) 
a. Assessment of Plan’s monitoring networks (for each applicable sustainability indicator) 

i. Groundwater levels/groundwater in storage/ISW 
ii. Land subsidence 
iii. Water quality 

7. GSA Authorities and Enforcement Actions (23 CCR § 356.4. (g) and (h)) 
a. Describe implemented authorities/enforcements 

8. Documentation of Outreach, Engagement, and Coordination with Other Agencies 
a. Outreach and engagement 
b. Responsibilities of GSA Boards 
c. Coordination with other agencies 

9. Other Information 
a. Consideration of adjacent basins 
b. Challenges not previously discussed 

10. Summary of Proposed or Completed Revisions to Plan Elements (23 CCR § 356.4. (c) and (i)) 
a. Summary of Periodic Evaluation 
b. Proposed revisions to plan elements 

Assumptions 
This task includes: 

▪ One set of revisions to the Administrative Draft report 
▪ One set of revisions to the Public Draft report 
▪ One set of minor revisions to the Final Draft report 

 
While the Periodic Evaluation will provide an overview of proposed revisions to the Plan, the Plan Amendments 
will not be prepared at this time until more evidence is available pending implementation of Proposition 68 grant 
funded components. We estimate that amendments to the Plan may be warranted during the next Periodic 
Evaluation, which may be prepared approximately two to five years following preparation of the subject Periodic 
Evaluation. The preparation of the Plan Amendments may take place sooner pending additional evidence that 
they are warranted to support both compliance with SGMA regulations and sustainable groundwater 
management.  

Task 6 – Support Public Outreach 
Use regular GSA board meetings. GSI will support the public and stakeholder outreach component of the 5-year 
Periodic Evaluation in coordination with the GSA. The scope of public outreach activities anticipated will include 
continuation of outreach efforts to engage stakeholders, interested parties, and the public during the 
development and review of the 5-year Periodic Evaluation process. This is anticipated to be accomplished 
through the on-going public meetings, which include broad public communication strategies similar to those 
being used currently by the GSA for this purpose during Plan implementation.  In this context, a public workshop 
will be held during a GSA board meeting to guide the public’s understanding of the 5-year Periodic Evaluation and 
Plan Amendment processes, curating the receipt of public comments received on the public draft document, and 
documenting the public outreach component for inclusion in the final 5-year Periodic Evaluation report.  
 

EMA GSA Board of Directors Meeting - August 28, 2025
Page 39 of 59



Proposal for the Eastern Management Area of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin  
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Periodic Evaluation 
 

GSI Water Solutions, Inc.            7 

Task 7 – Meetings 
GSI will attend the following meetings: 

▪ Attend 2 GSA Board meetings to provide progress reports, engage in public outreach, and receive GSA 
member feedback. We anticipate that the 5-year Periodic Evaluation will be discussed during an agenda 
item during these meetings. Attendance at additional meetings at the GSA staff’s request can be 
accommodated and will be charged on a time and materials basis.  

▪ Attend no more than 3 GSA staff meetings, including a kickoff meeting, to review the development of the 
5-year Periodic Evaluation and receive feedback.  

▪ Facilitate and provide technical input during a Public Workshop to present the report. 

GSI assumes that all public meetings will be attended by the GSI Project Manager. Budget estimates include the 
preparation of meeting materials and presentations. 

Task 8 – Upload Periodic Evaluation to DWR SGMA Portal 
GSI shall prepare and upload the Final 5-year Periodic Evaluation of the Plan to DWR electronically by January 20, 
2027. The budget for this task is included in this proposal. We have routinely performed this task for other Plans 
and are familiar with how to navigate the portal. 

Fee Proposal and Schedule 
Fee Proposal 
The costs to implement applicable Steps of the Action Plan are presented in the table below.  

 Total 

Task 1 – Project Management and Administration $15,000 

Task 2 – Review Background Information $3,000 

Task 3 - Develop Responses to DWR’s Recommended Corrective Actions $45,000 

Task 4 – Update Groundwater Model $55,000 

Task 5 – Develop Plan Periodic Evaluation $70,000 

Task 6 – Support Public Outreach $10,000 

Task 7 – Meetings $12,000 

Task 8 – Upload Periodic Evaluation to DWR SGMA Portal $2,000 

Project Totals $212,000 
 

Project Delivery Schedule 
Contracting is expected to be finalized in July of 2025. The Documents are due for upload to the DWR SGMA 
portal by January 20, 2027, though completion of the scope of work should be included during in the DWR 
Proposition 68 Grant agreement by the end of April 2026. The schedule is outlined below. 
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Staffing 
The following key team from GSI will be responsible for the on-time, on-budget delivery of project deliverables. 
GSI staff are familiar with the groundwater conditions and management needs in the EMA. 

Tim Nicely, PG, CHG 
Supervising Hydrogeologist 
GSI Water Solutions 

Role: Project Manager 

Tim’s experience in the Basin includes Plan development, preparation of annual 
reports, regional groundwater basin evaluations, groundwater quality studies, 
and calculating yield and Basin water balance components, among other 
hydrogeologic specialties. Tim served as the technical lead for the development 
of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin’s Eastern Management Area 
Plan. 
 

Katie O’Malley 
Project Hydrogeologist 
GSI Water Solutions 

Role: Staff 

Katie’s experience in the Basin includes preparing annual reports, reviewing 
EMA/CMA/WMA well permits, conducting performing groundwater quality 
studies within the Basin and is actively engaged with GSA working staff. 
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AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE NO. 2025-013 
 
AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA 

YNEZ RIVER VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN - EASTERN MANAGEMENT AREA 
GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY REQUIRING WELL 

REGISTRATION 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(“EMA GSA”) was formed pursuant to a joint exercise of powers agency (“JPA”) effective 
July 16, 2024 between the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Santa Ynez River 
Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 (ID No.1), City of Solvang, and the 
Santa Barbara County Water Agency; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”), 
the EMA GSA is the exclusive Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) for the Eastern 
Management Area (“EMA”) of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin under the 
Memorandum of Agreement dated April 27, 2017; 

 

 
WHEREAS, in compliance with SGMA, on January 6, 2022, the EMA GSA adopted 

the EMA Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“Plan”) that establishes the EMA GSA’s 
groundwater management program and sustainability goal for the EMA, and which Plan has 
been approved by the California Department of Water Resources; 
 

WHEREAS, SGMA authorizes a GSA to manage a groundwater basin or portion 
thereof in a sustainable manner pursuant to its Plan; 

WHEREAS, to assist in its management, Water Code Section 10725.2 authorizes GSAs 
such as the EMA GSA to adopt rules, regulations, ordinances, and resolutions for the purpose 
of complying with SGMA and performing any act necessary or proper to carry out the purposes 
of SGMA; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725.6, a GSA may require registration 
of a groundwater extraction facility within the management area of the GSA; 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725 et seq. and applicable SGMA 
Regulations, the EMA GSA has the authority to enforce adopted rules, regulations, ordinances, 
and resolutions necessary and appropriate to implement the Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the EMA GSA adopted Ordinance No. 2025-01 on April 17, 2025 to 

implement certain rules and regulations concerning well registration; and 
 
WHEREAS, the EMA GSA now desires to refine those rules and regulations 

concerning well registration, to address the obligations of De Minimis producers. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 
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SECTION 1. Recitals, Rules and Regulations Incorporated 

The above recitals and the Rules and Regulations attached as Exhibit A hereto are adopted 
and incorporated herein by reference,are supported by substantial evidence, incorporated herein 
by reference and are each relied upon independently by the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors in 
its adoption of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. Amendment 

This Ordinance may be added to, amended, and/or repealed at any time by adoption of a 
subsequent ordinance of the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors. This Ordinance repeals amends the 
previously adopted Ordinance No. 2025-01, which was adopted on April 17, 2025. 
 

SECTION 3. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the EMA GSA Board of 
Directors. 

SECTION 4. Actions Against the EMA GSA 

Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall constitute a waiver by the EMA GSA or operate 
as an estoppel against the EMA GSA from asserting any defenses or immunities from liability as 
provided in law, including, but not limited to, those provided in Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code. 

SECTION 5. Administrative Authorization. 

The EMA GSA Executive Director or designee is hereby authorized and directed to take 
any such actions as may be necessary and appropriate to implement this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 
reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The EMA GSA Board of Directors hereby 
declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and each and all provisions hereof, 
irrespective of the fact that one or more provisions may be declared invalid. 

SECTION 7. California Environmental Quality Act 

The EMA GSA’s Board of Directors finds that adoption of this Ordinance, including 
the attached EMA GSA Rules and Regulations, is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Sections 15307, 15308, and 15061 subdivision (b)(3) of 
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines”) because the Ordinance will 
support implementation of the Plan by establishing rules and regulations to support groundwater 
management in order to prevent environmental degradation associated with groundwater 
overdraft and said rules and regulations will not have a significant effect on the environment. 
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing Amendment  
to Ordinance No. 2025-01 was duly adopted and passed by the Board of Directors of the EMA 
GSA at a meeting held on the _________ day of ________, 2025, by the following vote: 

 

 

 

AYES:  

NOES:   

ABSENT:  

ATTEST:  

 

 
 

 

, Board Chair 

Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

, Secretary 

Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency  

Rules and Regulations 

SECTION 1. Definitions 

A. For purposes of these Rules and Regulations, the following definitions apply: 

1. “APN” means the Santa Barbara County Assessor’s Parcel Number 
for a property. 

2. “EMA GSA” shall refer to the Eastern Management Area Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency. 

3. “De Minimis Extractor” shall mean a person who extracts, for domestic 
purposes, two acre-feet or less per year of groundwater within the EMA. 

4. “EMA” means the Eastern Management Area of the Santa Ynez 
River Valley Groundwater Basin. 

5. “Groundwater” shall have the same meaning and application as set forth in 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 

6. “Groundwater Extraction Facility” shall mean a groundwater well or 
any device or method for extraction of groundwater within the 
EMA. 

7. “Operator” shall mean the person responsible for operating a 
Groundwater Extraction Facility. The Property Owner of the property 
containing the Groundwater Extraction Facility shall be conclusively 
presumed to be the operator unless otherwise declared on the 
Registration. 

8. “Property Owner” shall mean the fee title owner of land within the 
Eastern Management Area. 

9. “Registration” shall mean submission of the groundwater well 
registration information as specified in Section 2 of these Rules and 
Regulations to the EMA GSA. 

10. "River Extractor" shall mean a person whose well draws from the 
surface flow or the underflow of the Santa Ynez River and thus the 
extracted water is considered surface water. 

SECTION 2. Groundwater Well Registration 

The Property Owner and/or Operator of each Groundwater Extraction Facility within the 
EMA shall provide the EMA GSA with groundwater well registration information (to the 
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extent known to the Property Owner and/or Operator at the time of registration) by filling out 
and submitting a registration form issued by the EMA GSA and returned to the EMA GSA. 

A. Existing Groundwater Wells 

All existing Groundwater Extraction Facilities located within the boundaries of EMA, 
except River Extractors, including De Minimis Extractors, shall be registered with the EMA 
GSA within sixty (60) days of receiving a registration form from the GSA. The Property Owner 
and/or Operator of each Groundwater Extraction Facility must provide, in full, the information 
requested on the EMA GSA’s registration form, which shall include but not be limited to the 
following: 

1. Name and contact information of the Property Owner; 

2. Name and contact information of the Operator, if different than the 
Property Owner; 

3. If applicable, a certification that a Groundwater Extraction Facility does 
not exist on the property; 

4. Type of Groundwater Extraction Facility, including the 
manufacturer/model of the well pump and motor, including horsepower of 
the motor; 

5. Annual water use information, including purpose(s) and use(s) of water 
extracted from the Groundwater Extraction Facility; 

a. De Minimis Extractors must self-certify that they pump less than 
2 AF of water per year for domestic purposes in the Well 
Registration Form. As part of the self-certification, extractors must 
provide some form of technical justification (for example: metered 
well production records; aerial photographs of irrigated area; 
electrical usage; or other technical data) to support the proposed De 
Minimis self-certification. 

6. Groundwater Extraction Facility APN and State Well Number; 

7. Physical address and geographic location of each Groundwater Extraction 
Facility; 

8. Date of construction; 

9. Well depth, screening interval(s), diameter of well casing, and well casing 
material; 

10. Activity status (e.g. active, inactive, or abandoned) of the Groundwater 
Extraction Facility; 
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11. Source(s) of additional water serving the property, if applicable; 

12. List of APNs that the Groundwater Extraction Facility serves; 

13. Manufacturer/model and type of Groundwater Extraction Facility Flow 
Meter, if applicable; 

14. Recording units of the Flow Meter (e.g., gallons, cubic feet, acre feet). (for 
certain users), if applicable; 

15. Signature of the Property Owner and/or Operator. 

B. New Groundwater Wells 

All new Groundwater Extraction Facilities located within the boundaries of EMA GSA 
shall be registered with the EMA GSA, via the same form described above in Section 2.A, no 
later than sixty (60) days of well completion. 

C. Changes to Registration 

Any change to the information provided in the well registration form described above in 
Section 2.A, including but not limited to, a change to the Property Owner or Operator of a 
Groundwater Extraction Facility, must be reported within thirty (30) days of when the change 
takes effect. 

D. Registration Confidentiality 

The EMA GSA shall keep the information contained in a Registration confidential in a 
manner consistent with applicable law and any rules, regulations, ordinances, or policies 
adopted by the EMA GSA Board of Directors. 

E. Further Administrative Policies 

The EMA GSA’s Executive Director may develop and implement administrative 
practices consistent with these Rules and Regulations to collect, manage, and store data on 
Groundwater Extraction Facilities in the EMA. 

SECTION 3. Reserved. 

SECTION 4. Reserved. 

SECTION 5. Reserved. 

SECTION 6. Reserved. 

SECTION 7. Reserved. 

SECTION 8. Reserved. 
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SECTION 9. Penalties. 

Failure to comply with these Rules and Regulations may result in administrative and civil 
penalties or other remedies in accordance with Water Code Section 10732, as may be determined 
by the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors. Remedies identified in these Rules and Regulations are 
not intended to be exclusive. Any other remedy available to the EMA GSA in law or equity may 
be employed at the discretion of the Board of Directors to address any circumstance related to 
the management of the EMA in accordance with State law, SGMA, the Plan, or other EMA 
GSA Rules and Regulations, bylaws, or ordinances. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-0304 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SANTA YNEZ RIVER 
VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN - EASTERN MANAGEMENT AREA 

GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY REQUIRING WELL METERING 
AND REPORTING 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
(“EMA GSA”) was formed pursuant to a joint exercise of powers agency (“JPA”) effective 
July 16, 2024 between the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Santa Ynez River 
Water Conservation District, Improvement District No.1 (ID No.1), City of Solvang, and the 
Santa Barbara County Water Agency; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (“SGMA”), 
the EMA GSA is the exclusive Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) for the Eastern 
Management Area (“EMA”) of the Santa Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin under the 
Memorandum of Agreement dated April 27, 2017; 

 

 
WHEREAS, in compliance with SGMA, on January 6, 2022, the EMA GSA adopted 

the EMA Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“Plan”) that establishes the EMA GSA’s 
groundwater management program and sustainability goal for the EMA, which Plan has been 
approved by the California Department of Water Resources; 
 

WHEREAS, SGMA authorizes a GSA to manage a groundwater basin or portion 
thereof in a sustainable manner pursuant to its Plan; 

WHEREAS, to assist in its management, Water Code Section 10725.2 authorizes GSAs 
such as the EMA GSA to adopt rules, regulations, ordinances, and resolutions for the purpose 
of complying with SGMA and performing any act necessary or proper to carry out the purposes 
of SGMA; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725.6, a GSA may require registration 
of a groundwater extraction facility within the management area of the GSA; 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725.8(a), a GSA may require that the 
use of every groundwater extraction facility within the management area of the GSA be 
measured by a water-measuring device satisfactory to the GSA, provided that de minimis 
extractors and river well extractors are exempt from such mandatory requirements; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725.8(c), a GSA may require that the 
owner or operator of a groundwater extraction facility file statements with the GSA setting 
forth the amount(s) of groundwater extracted from the facility; 
 

WHEREAS, the Plan identifies development of a metering and reporting program as 
a Group 1 Management Action; 
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WHEREAS, to sustainably manage the EMA, the EMA GSA requires consistent and 
reliable data on the volume of groundwater extracted from each groundwater extraction 
facility in the EMA; 

 
WHEREAS, to implement the Plan, the EMA GSA finds it necessary and in the best 

interest of both the EMA GSA and the EMA to adopt an ordinance requiring all landowners 
within the EMA, except de minimis extractors and wells extracting underflow from the Santa 
Ynez River, to install measuring devices on groundwater extraction facilities and file reports on 
a biannual basis reporting groundwater extraction to the EMA GSA; 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 10725 et seq. and applicable SGMA 
Regulations, the EMA GSA has the authority to enforce adopted rules, regulations, ordinances, 
and resolutions necessary and appropriate to implement the Plan; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Recitals, Rules and Regulations Incorporated 

The above recitals and the Rules and Regulations attached as Exhibit A hereto are adopted 
and incorporated herein by reference,are supported by substantial evidence, incorporated herein 
by reference and are each relied upon independently by the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors in 
its adoption of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. Amendment 

This Ordinance may be added to, amended, and/or repealed at any time by adoption of a 
subsequent ordinance of the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors. 
 

SECTION 3. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the EMA GSA Board of 
Directors. 

SECTION 4. Actions Against the EMA GSA 

Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall constitute a waiver by the EMA GSA or operate 
as an estoppel against the EMA GSA from asserting any defenses or immunities from liability as 
provided in law, including, but not limited to, those provided in Division 3.6 of Title 1 of the 
Government Code. 

SECTION 5. Administrative Authorization. 

The EMA GSA Executive Director or designee is hereby authorized and directed to take 
any such actions as may be necessary and appropriate to implement this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. Severability. 
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If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for any 
reason held to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The EMA GSA Board of Directors hereby 
declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and each and all provisions hereof, 
irrespective of the fact that one or more provisions may be declared invalid. 

SECTION 7. California Environmental Quality Act 

The EMA GSA’s Board of Directors finds that adoption of this Ordinance, including 
the attached EMA GSA Rules and Regulations, is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act pursuant to Sections 15307, 15308, and 15061 subdivision (b)(3) of Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines”) because the Ordinance will support 
implementation of the Plan by establishing rules and regulations to support groundwater 
management in order to prevent environmental degradation associated with groundwater 
overdraft and said rules and regulations will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing Ordinance 
No. 2025-0304 was duly adopted and passed by the Board of Directors of the EMA GSA at a 
meeting held on the    day of  , 2025, by the 
following vote: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

 

 
 

 

, Board Chair 

Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 

, Secretary 

Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency
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Eastern Management Area Groundwater Sustainability Agency  

Rules and Regulations 

SECTION 1. Definitions 

A. For purposes of these Rules and Regulations, the following definitions apply: 

B. “Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facility” shall mean a Groundwater 
Extraction Facility that (a) has not been used for a period of at least one year 
and (b) for which the Operator has not demonstrated an intention to use the 
Groundwater Extraction Facility by filing a letter of intention of future use 
with the County of Santa Barbara pursuant to Chapter 34A of the County of 
Santa Barbara Code of Ordinances.  

1. “AF” means acre-foot. 

2. “APN” means the Santa Barbara County Assessor’s Parcel Number 
for a property. 

3. “Agency” or “EMA GSA” shall refer to the Eastern Management Area 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency. 

4. “EMA GSA” shall refer to the Eastern Management Area Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency. 

5. “De Minimis Extractor” shall mean a person who extracts, for domestic 
purposes, two acre-feet or less per year of groundwater within the EMA. 

6. “EMA” means the Eastern Management Area of the Santa Ynez 
River Valley Groundwater Basin. 

7. “Flow Meter” shall mean a flow meter required to be installed on a 
Groundwater Extraction Facility pursuant to Section 3 of these Rules 
and Regulations. 

8. “Flow Meter Installation and Compliance Form” shall mean the form 
required by the EMA GSA pursuant to these Rules and Regulations, which 
may include an electronic form or electronic submission portal. 

9. “Groundwater” shall have the same meaning and application as set forth in 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 

10. “Groundwater Extraction Facility” shall mean a groundwater well or 
any device or method for extraction of groundwater within the 
EMA. 

11. “Groundwater Extraction Form” shall mean the form required by the 
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EMA GSA pursuant to these Rules and Regulations, which may 
include an electronic form or electronic submission portal. 

12. “Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facility” shall mean a 
Groundwater Extraction Facility that has not been used for a period of 
one year or more for the production of groundwater, but is maintained 
in such a condition that it could be used for production of 
groundwater in the future and meets all then applicable standards set 
by the County of Santa Barbara for inactive water wells. A 
monitoring well shall be considered an Inactive Groundwater 
Extraction Facility provided that the only production of groundwater 
is for groundwater sampling purposes. 

13. “Operator” shall mean the person responsible for operating a 
Groundwater Extraction Facility. The Property Owner of the property 
containing the Groundwater Extraction Facility shall be conclusively 
presumed to be the operator unless otherwise declared. 

14. “Property Owner” shall mean the fee title owner of land within the 
Eastern Management Area. 

15. "River Extractor" shall mean a person whose well draws from the 
surface frow or the underflow of the Santa Ynez River and thus the 
extracted water is considered surface water. 

SECTION 2. Metering and Reporting of Groundwater Extraction 

A. Exemptions 

1. De Minimis Extractors are exempt from the metering and reporting 
requirements in Sections 2(B) through 2(J); provided, however, that De 
Minimis Extractors of groundwater are encouraged to voluntarily 
participate in the metering and reporting program for the EMA. 

a. De Minimis Extractors must self-certify that they pump less than 
2 AF of water per year for domestic purposes in the Well 
Registration Form, as required by the EMA GSA’s Well 
Registration Ordinance. As part of the self-certification, extractors 
must provide some form of technical justification (for example: 
metered well production records; aerial photographs of irrigated 
area; electrical usage; or other technical data) to support the 
proposed De Minimis self-certification. 

2. River Extractors are exempt from the metering and reporting requirements 
in Sections 2(B) through 2(J), however, are still required to report 
pumping to the State Water Resources Control Board. 

3. Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facilities are exempt from the 
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requirements in Sections 2(B) through 2(J); provided, however, that each 
Operator of an Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facility must comply 
with the requirements for Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facilities as set 
forth in Section 2(H). 

4. Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facilities are exempt from the 
requirements of Sections 2(B) through 2(J); provided, however, that each 
Operator of an Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facility must comply 
with the requirements for Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facilities as 
set forth in Section 2(I). 

B. Installation of a Flow Meter 

By June 30, 2027, each Groundwater Extraction Facility within the EMA GSA’s 
boundary must have a Flow Meter installed that meets the following specifications: 

5.1.The Flow Meter must be capable of measuring the volume of groundwater 
extracted from the Groundwater Extraction Facility with an accuracy level 
of ±5%. 

6.2.The Flow Meter must be equipped with either (a) a direct-reading rate-of-
flow indicator capable of showing instantaneous flow in gallons per 
minute or (b) a sweep hand indicator capable of determining the rate-of- 
flow by timing measurement. 

7.3.The Flow Meter must be equipped with a visual, volume-recording 
totalizer recorded in gallons, cubic feet, acre-inches, or acre-feet. 

C. Installation, Operation, Maintenance and Calibration of Flow Meters 

1. The Flow Meter must be installed, operated, and maintained to the 
manufacturer’s specifications, instructions, and recommendations. 

2. Prior to installation or by June 30, 2027 at the latest, the Flow Meter must 
be calibrated to achieve an accuracy level of ±5% by volume of 
groundwater extracted. 

3. The Flow Meter must be calibrated pursuant to the schedule described in 
the manufacturer’s specifications. If no such schedule exists, calibration 
must be performed at least once every five years. 

4. If the verification error exceeds 5% upon calibration, then the Flow Meter 
must be recalibrated or replaced with a flow meter meeting the 
requirements of this Section. 

5. It is a violation of these Rules and Regulations for a Groundwater 
Extraction Facility to extract any amount of groundwater without a 
properly installed, operated, maintained, and calibrated Flow Meter. 
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D. Documentation of Flow Meter Installation 

By June 30, 2027, the Property Owner or Operator of each Groundwater Extraction 
Facility within the EMA shall submit a completed Flow Meter Installation and Compliance 
Form according to the instructions set forth on the form. For any new Groundwater 
Extraction Facility, the Property Owner or Operator must submit a completed Flow Meter 
Installation and Compliance Form within sixty (60) days of well completion. 

E. Requests for Additional Compliance Information 

The EMA GSA has the right to request and receive additional information from a 
Property Owner and/or Operator concerning a Flow Meter for any Groundwater Extraction 
Facility, including but not limited to photographs, certificate of calibration, and/or the location 
of the Flow Meter. Upon request by the EMA GSA, such information shall be provided within 
sixty (60) days. 

F. Recording of Meter Readings 

The Property Owner or Operator of any Groundwater Extraction Facility must read and 
record the Flow Meter totalizer on at least a monthly basis, between the 1st and 5th day of each 
month. 

G. Reporting of Meter Readings 

Beginning on September 30, 2027 and on at least a biannual basis (twice per year) 
thereafter, the Property Owner or Operator for each Groundwater Extraction Facility shall 
report to the EMA GSA the monthly Flow Meter readings for said Groundwater Extraction 
Facility using the Groundwater Extraction Form approved by the EMA GSA, according to 
the EMA GSA’s submission instructions. Reporting periods and due dates for the 
Groundwater Extraction Form shall be as follows: 

1. Monthly readings for July through December are due by January 31 of 
each year. 

2. Monthly readings for January through June are due by July 31 of each 
year.  

The Groundwater Extraction Form shall include a request for information on how 
many acres, irrigation method/system type, and which types of crops are grown utilizing 
water pumped from the Groundwater Extraction Facility. 

Each Groundwater Extraction Form must be completed pursuant to EMA GSA’s then- 
applicable instructions. 

H. Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facilities  

1. By September 30, 2027 and on each September 30th thereafter, the 
Operator of each Inactive Groundwater Extraction Facility within the 
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Basin shall submit a completed Inactive Well: Intention of Future Use 
Form.  

2. Prior to commencing groundwater extractions from an Inactive 
Groundwater Extraction Facility, an Operator must comply with all meter 
installation requirements under Sections 3.B and 3.C and submit a 
completed Flow Meter Installation and Compliance Form pursuant to 
Section 3.D.  

3. Once groundwater extractions from a previously Inactive Groundwater 
Extraction Facility have commenced, the Operator must comply with, and 
is subject to, all requirements of Section 3. The first Groundwater 
Extraction Form once groundwater extractions have commenced shall be 
due at the next earliest due date (May 1st or November 1st), even if the 
period of time reported on such Groundwater Extraction Form reflects less 
than six months of use.  

I. Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facilities  

By June 30, 2027, the Operator of each Abandoned Groundwater Extraction Facility 
shall submit a completed Verification of Well Abandonment Form, which must include a 
copy of the well destruction permit issued by the County of Santa Barbara for that 
Groundwater Extraction Facility. 

J. Further Administrative Policies 

The EMA GSA’s Executive Director may develop and implement administrative 
practices consistent with these Rules and Regulations to collect, manage, and store data on 
groundwater extraction, including data collected through Flow Meters in the EMA. 

SECTION 3. Reserved. 

SECTION 4. Reserved. 

SECTION 5. Reserved. 

SECTION 6. Reserved. 

SECTION 7. Reserved. 

SECTION 8. Reserved. 

SECTION 9. Penalties. 

Failure to comply with these Rules and Regulations may result in administrative and civil 
penalties or other remedies in accordance with Water Code Section 10732, as may be determined 
by the EMA GSA’s Board of Directors. Remedies identified in these Rules and Regulations are 
not intended to be exclusive. Any other remedy available to the EMA GSA in law or equity may 
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be employed at the discretion of the Board of Directors to address any circumstance related to 
the management of the EMA in accordance with State law, SGMA, the Plan, or other EMA 
GSA Rules and Regulations, bylaws, or ordinances. 

SECTION 10. Appeal Process. 

A Property Owner and/or Operator may appeal a decision made pursuant to these Rules 
and Regulations by filing a written notice of appeal with the Board within 30 calendar days of the 
EMA GSA’s decision. The written notice shall include: 

1. Name of the Property Owner and/or Operator and address of the 
Groundwater Extraction Facility (if applicable); 

2. Brief description of the project (if applicable); 

3. The specific decision that is appealed; 

4. The date on which the decision was made; 

5. The basis or bases for the appeal; 

6. The specific action which the Property Owner and/or Operator requests be 
taken on appeal; and 

7. All information or evidence relied upon to support the appeal. 

The EMA GSA’s Board of Directors shall consider the appeal expeditiously and, to the 
extent practicable, at the first regularly scheduled meeting following the filing of an appeal, but no 
later than 60 calendar days from the date the appeal was filed. The decision of the Board of 
Directors shall constitute final action on appeal, subject to judicial review pursuant to California 
Code of Civil Procedure section 1094.5. Appellant shall be responsible for all fees and costs, 
including staff time, associated with an appeal. The filing of a written notice of appeal shall be 
accompanied by the appropriate fee established by resolution of the Board of Directors. A deposit 
agreement approved by the EMA GSA’s Executive Director between Appellant and the EMA 
GSA shall specify the terms of Appellant’s deposit and reimbursement for the Board of Director’s 
review of an appeal. No part of said fee shall be refundable except as provided in such fee 
resolution. 
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